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Minutes – PZC Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 27, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
Tourtellotte Memorial High School Auditorium, 785 Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale, CT  06255 
Please note: COVID-19 guidelines for the public schools require all attendees at the in-person 
meeting must wear masks, regardless of vaccination status.      
IT Tech is inviting you to a scheduled PZC Hybrid meeting (Attendance choice - In person or 
on line) 
 
Topic: Planning & Zoning Commission 
Time: Sep 27, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86565439245?pwd=eVJ5U29FUGZ4bDR6d09qZlRpT1h5QT09 
 
Here is the link to the meeting on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cm--7-HusE 
 
 
1. Call to Order, Roll Call, Seating of Alternates 

Dave Poplawski  Alvan Hill    Michael Krogul    
John Rice   Randy Blackmer  Brian Santos    
Joseph Parodi-Brown 
    
Sea ng:  Alvan Hill was seated for Robert Werge Sr, Dave Poplawski was seated for Missie Desroschers 
and Brian Santos was seated for Charlene Langlois 
Absent: Missy Desrochers, Robert Werge Sr., Christopher Nelson, Charlene Langlois, Chris ne Chatelle, 
John Lenky 
Staff Present: Cindy Dunne, ZEO; Tyra Penn-Gesek, Planner, Amy St. Onge, First Selectman, Gloria 
Harvey, Recording Secretary 
 
Joseph Parodi-Brown read a le er from John Lenky apologizing for his behavior at the August 23, 2021 
regular mee ng of the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 

2. Applications 
1. PZC Application #21-28 Applicant Kristina Thorne, property owner Cody McCall, at 24 Border 

Trail, Map 164, Block 26E, Lot 26E, Zone RRD, Requesting a Permit with Site Plan Review for 
an in-home family daycare, Zoning Regulation Article 4A, Section 2-6. 

 
ZEO listed the requested waivers from Article 3 Section A and Section B which are as follows: 
A. Article 3A, Section 4, Application Requirements: 

5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14 
B. Zoning Permit with Site Plan Review by Commission: 

1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
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Applicant submitted an application and Site Plan. 
 

John Rice moved and Randy Blackmer second the motion to table Application #21-28 to 
the October 25, 2021 regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting. A “Yes”vote will 
table Application #21-28 to October 25, 2021.  A “No” vote will not. 
 
Discussion on Application #21-28 
Alvan Hill asked the ZEO if there was a walk out basement in the applicant’s home and 
the ZEO replied that she would research this and respond at the October 25, 2021 
regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission.   
 
Randy Blackmer-Yes  Brian Santos-Yes  John Rice-Yes 
Michael Krogul-Yes   Alvan Hill-Yes  Dave Poplawski 
Joseph Parodi-Brown 
Application #21-28 is tabled to the PZC regular meeting on October 25, 2021. 

 
 

2. PZC Application #21-31 Applicant Inn Acquisition Associates, Andrew Silverson and property 
owner of 286 Thompson Hill Road, Map 103, Block 40, Lot 2, Zone, Thompson Common 
Village District, TTCV, requesting a Public Hearing for a 2-lot re-subdivision, Subdivision 
Regulations, Article 111, Section 4A, 1. 

 
Randy Blackmer moved and Brian Santos second the motion to accept Application #21-
31 for a Public Hearing at the PZC regular meeting, Monday, October 25, 2021.  A “Yes” 
vote will accept Application #21-31 for a Public Hearing on October 25, 2021 and a “No” 
vote will not accept. 
Dave Poplawski-Yes  Alvan Hill-Yes  Michael Krogul-Yes 
Randy Blackmer-Yes  Brian Santos-Yes  John Rice-Yes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
Application #21-31 is accepted for a Public Hearing at the PZC regular meeting on 
October 25, 2021. 

 
 
 

3. PZC Application #21-32 Applicant and property Owner, Wojciech of 1574 Riverside Drive, 
Map 55, Block 65 Lot 14, Zone, Thompson Corridor Development District, TCDD, requesting a 
Public Hearing for construction of Commercial Building, Light Manufacturing, Zoning 
Regulations Article 4E, Section 2-24. 

 
John Rice moved and Dave Poplawski seconded the motion to accept Application #21-32 
for a Public Hearing at the PZC regular meeting, Monday, October 25, 2021.  A “Yes” vote 
will accept Application #21-32 for a Public Hearing at the PZC regular meeting on 
Monday, October 25, 2021 and a “No” vote will not accept. 

 
Randy Blackmer-Yes  John Rice-Yes  Brian Santos-Yes 
Dave Poplawski-Yes  Alvan Hill-Yes  Michael Krogul-Yes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
Application #21-32 is accepted for a Public Hearing at the PZC regular meeting on 
October 25, 2021. 
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4. PZC Application #21-33 Applicant Ken Loiselle (Rte 193 LLC) and property owner of 49 

Thompson Road, Map 87, Block 53, Lot 8, ZONE Thompson Commercial Development 
District, TCDD, requesting a Permit with Site Plan Review for construction of an additional food 
and beverage service establishment, Event Barn, Zoning Regulations Article 4E, Section 2-12. 
 
Letter received from J&D Civil Engineers, LLC requesting to accept the application but 
continue the application until the PZC Meeting, Monday, October 25, 2021. 
 
Randy Blackmer moved and John Rice seconded the motion table Application #21-33 to 
the PZC regular meeting, Monday, October 25, 2021.  A “Yes” vote will table Application 
#21-33 to the PZC regular meeting on Monday, October 25, 2021 and a “No” vote will 
not. 
 
Dave Poplawski-Yes  Alvan Hill-Yes  Michael Krogul-Yes 
Randy Blackmer-Yes  John Rice-Yes  Brian Santos-Yes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
Application #21-33 tabled to the PZC regular meeting on October 25, 2021. 
 
 

3. Public Hearing  
Public Hearing continued on PZC Application #21-23 from the 8-23-21 Recessed Public Hearing 
on the following application:  
 
PZC Application #21-23 Town of Thompson Planning and Zoning Commission, 815 Riverside 
Drive, Amendments to the Town of Thompson Amended (effective date June 21, 2021) Zoning 
Regulations with respect to the proposed revisions to Sections Article 5A, Section 9 Shooting 
Ranges and Article 7, Definitions.   
 
Joseph Parodi-Brown commented that it is his hope that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission will vote to deny the recommendation to accept Application #21-23, Article 
5A Private Shooting Ranges. 
 
Chairman Joseph Parodi-Brown turned the meeting over to the Director of Planning and 
Development. 
 
The Director of Planning and Zoning commented that it was never the intention of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to infringe on the use of firearms, but only to make a 
path for responsible property owners.  She also recommended the Planning and Zoning 
Commission deny Article 5A, Private Shooting Ranges. 

 
The purpose of a Public Hearing is to hear comments from the Public and several comments on 
Article 5A follow: 
 
Shawn Harman, Bull Hill Road, Thompson-He is a member of Valley Springs Sportsman Club a land 
landowner.  He enjoys recreational activities and is very concerned about regulations regarding 
shooting ranges and it is his hope that the Commission hears what we have to say.  He further 
stated that although the Commission’s intention may have been good, however in his mind this 
regulation is restrictive.  In closing, he asked that the Commission vote no now. 
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Edmond Bonneau, 44 Valley Road, North Grosvenordale-He is a resident of the Town of Thompson.  
He is a member of Valley Springs and is taken back by this regulation.  He asked the Commission 
to look to the future.  He stated that he doesn’t know of any problems with shooting in Thompson.  
It’s self-regulated.  It is his belief that this proposal should be dropped and the Town should go by 
state rules-they work very well.  He thanked the Commission for giving him the time to speak. 
 
George O’Neal, 122 Fabyan Road, North Grosvenordale-He commented that he is very proud of 
what the Commission has done.  He is a member of Valley Springs Sportsman Club.  He stated that 
the Information provided is inaccurate and he hopes that the Commission will vote Article 5A down. 
 
Rick Poitras, 210 Hill Road, Thompson-He is a hunter and feels he should not have to ask 
permission from the town to hunt.  He feels that what the Commission is proposing is 
unconstitutional and it is taking away the fundamental rights and freedoms we have had for 
centuries.   
 
Henry Moses, Spalding Road, Brooklyn Ct-He questioned why the Commission is constructing 
regulations when there have not been any problems.  He is a non- resident of Thompson and asked 
the Commission to deny this motion with prejudice and go back to what the State of Connecticut 
has regulated which has worked for so many years so well. 
 
Ray Williams, Porter Plain Road, Thompson-He is a resident of Thompson and has been a member 
of the Thompson Rod and Gun Club for 30 years.  He stated that people with enough property 
should be able to shoot guns on their property.  He feels that this regulation is an abuse of power.  
He said it would be a lot easier if the wording “if it is not in the regulations, it is not allowed” be 
dropped. 
 
Ray Bevis, 19 Brookdale Street, Walcott, CT-Right to bear arms applications have doubled in the 
last few years and they are mostly women. This proposal, as written, is intended to regulate 
constitutional rights.  It is a moral setback if there is no possible way a Thompson landowner can 
fire a firearm on his property.  People have permits and have passed federal background checks.   
He asked that the Commission reject this regulation now and in the future. 
 
Martha Dean, Esq, 144 Reverkrolls, Avon, CT-She is a lawyer and has experience representing 
shooting ranges in CT and in challenging municipalities against shooting bans.  She said shooting 
bans present constitutional issues.  Also, there are many issues in violating the right of privacy and 
the right to assemble.  She further stated that a formal range is not required by law and asked that 
the regulation regarding shooting ranges be denied. 
 
David Cournoyer, 21 Mountain View Lane, Danielson, CT-He is a retired state trooper and a life 
member of Valley Springs.  Involved in firearms since he has been10 years old.  He commented 
that Article 5A infringes on constitutional rights.  This regulation has lost the communities trust in 
the Planning and Zoning Commission and he asked how do we fix it.   
 
Larry Groh, 183 Wajer Road-He has been involved in Thompson Government and stated that he 
does not agree with this regulation regarding shooting ranges.  He suggested that the Commission 
vote this regulation down.   
 
Zoom Comment:  
Holly Sullivan, stated that this proposal is an overreaching proposal in the state.  It infringes on the 
rights of the state and this proposal is a violation of these rights.   
 
Another Zoom comment was received strongly disagreeing with the proposal for shooting ranges 
and further stated that it is discouraging. 
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Six comments were received through the website all opposing the regulation regarding shooting 
ranges. 
 
Dave Clark, 105 Alum Road, Pomfret-Stated “this is a solution looking for a problem.” He asked 
what constitutes a shooting range and why is the Town is stricter than the State of Connecticut.  
This proposed regulation is more restrictive than state regulations.   
 
Noah Elliott, 82 County Home Road, Thompson-Bearing firearms is our history, our right of 
passage, our constitutional right and our right of freedom.  He recommended that the regulation be 
voted down. 
 
Diane Jamieson, 490 Sunset Hill Road, North Grosvenordale-Voice in the wilderness-She stated 
that some people are affected by shooting of guns.  She has been wakened by gun shooting at all 
hours and wanted people to be aware of the affect this has on neighbors.  
 
Ed Koistineu, 490 Susnst Hill Road, North Grosvenordale-He stated that hours for shooting should 
be put into effect and night shooting should not be allowed.  He said people should take their 
neighbors into consideration when firing a firearm. 
 
Sarah White, 308 East Thompson Road-She has a background in firearms.  She asked that the 
Commission disclose the magnitude of this proposal.  There should be a clear explanation of the 
source as can be seen by the impressive turnout tonight, and it is a good representation of the 
town.  She asked that the Commission not limit at large the people who are responsible.  This 
proposal should not happen. 
 
Robert Mann, 15 Meadow Drive-He commented that the Commission should know what decision 
they need to make about guns.  He does not want this regulation at all.  People are responsible.  
He hopes the Commission votes it down. 
 
Mike Darcy, 425 Thompson Road-He is a retired state trooper and a member of the Thompson Rod 
and Gun Club who are for firearm safety.  Current state laws are sufficient to govern shooting on a 
person’s property.  Just because you have a right to do something doesn’t make it right.  He 
doesn’t want to see shooting changed in Thompson when the laws of the State of Connecticut are 
sufficient.  He suggested the Commission deny this proposal and he hopes it does not resurface at 
a later date.   
 
Maryanne Zch, 20 Lakeside Drive-She wanted to make sure our second amendment rights are 
never taken away from us by anyone.   
 
Gavin Paquette, 36 Terrace Drive-Thanked everyone who spoke for getting their points across.  
Last year Planning and Zoning Commission changed all the bylaws in town and would like to see 
this proposal shut down and not voted again 
 
Knickett Reynolds, 29 Corttis Road- found out this regulation by word of mouth and she wants this 
regulation shut down.   
 
Nicola Chrzanowski, 49 Mountain Hill Road-This regulation is not okay.  Vote this down and never 
bring it up again.  Do not have the Town regulate guns. 
 
Nadine Edwards, Spicer Road, Thompson-Attended regulation meetings and no one from the 
community was there.  She encouraged involvement from citizens in town government. She 
suggested that citizens pay attention to who their candidates are.  Get to know what they are for 
and are doing. 
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David Fino, 200 Porter Plain Road, Thompson-Recalled a conversation about “Making Thompson 
Better” by bringing in businesses and outside revenue sources.  We need to think a lot bigger than 
that. However, not having a problem doesn’t require a solution to it.  He said that this regulation is 
against our constitutional rights.  Vote it down and never return again.   
 
Mike Lajeunesse, 9B Floral Avenue-Spoke about this regulation.   
 
Jeff Owens, 12 Beaults Lane, Thompson- We have rights.  Vote this regulation down. 
 
Amy St. Onge, First Selectman- She commented on how proud she was of the turnout tonight.  
This is America.  She addressed the Commission and said that at this point you know what to do.   
 
 
The Director of Planning and Development thanked everyone for coming out to 
tonight’s meeting.   
 
 
Public Hearing continued Article 7, Definitions 
Tyra read Article 7, Definitions  
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), Agriculture-Ancillary Entertainment-Based Activities, Fence, 
Food and Beverage Service Establishment, Outdoor Dining/Outdoor Seating Area, Paddocks, 
Shooting Range, Storage Commercial-Passive 
 
Joseph Parodi-Brown moved and Randy Blackmer seconded the motion to close the 
Public Hearing.  A “Yes” vote will close the Public Hearing, and a “No” vote will not. 
Michael Krogul-Yes  Alvan Hill-Yes  Dave Poplawski-Yes 
Randy Blackmer-Yes  Brian Santos-Yes  John Rice-Yes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
The Public Hearing is closed. 
 
 

4. Discuss Public Hearing and Possible Action  
 
PZC Application #21-23 Town of Thompson Planning and Zoning Commission, 815 Riverside 
Drive, Amendments to the Town of Thompson Amended (effective date June 21, 2021) Zoning 
Regulations with respect to the proposed revisions to Sections Article 5A, Section 9 Shooting 
Ranges and Article 7, Definitions 
 
Article 7, Definitions: 
Discussion on PZC Application #21-23 followed and the recommendation was to deny Article 
5A, Section 9 Shooting Ranges and to deny the definition for Shooting Range in Article 7.   
 
Randy Blackmer moved and Brian Santos seconded the motion deny Article 5A, Section 9 
Shooting Ranges and deny definition Shooting Range in Article 7.  The vote will be to deny or 
approve. 
Randy Blackmer-Deny  Brian Santos-Deny  John Rice-Deny 
Michael Krogul-Deny  Alvan Hill-Deny  Dave Poplawski-Deny 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Deny 
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Article 5A, Section 9, Shooting Ranges and definition of Shooting Ranges in Definitions is denied 
unanimously. 
 
Brian Santos moved and John Rice seconded the motion to approve the following definitions in 
Article 7, Definitions-Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), Agriculture-Ancillary Entertainment-Based 
Activities, Fence, Food and Beverage Service Establishment, Outdoor Dining/Outdoor Seating 
Area, Paddocks, Storage Commercial-Passive. 
Brian Santos-Approve  John Rice-Approve  Randy Blackmer-Approve 
Michael Krogul-Approve  Alvan Hill-Approve  Dave Poplawski-Approve 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Approve 
Article7, Definitions adopted with the exception of the definition for Shooting Ranges 
 
Brian Santos moved and John Rice seconded the motion to accept Article 7, Definitions 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), Agriculture-Ancillary Entertainment-Based Activities, Fence, 
Food and Beverage Service Establishment, Outdoor Dining/Outdoor Seating Area, Paddocks, 
Storage Commercial-Passive with an effective date of these amendments of October 22, 2021. 
 
Brian Santos-Approve  John Rice-Approve  Randy Blackmer-Approve 
Michael Krogul-Approve  Alvan Hill-Approve  Dave Poplawski-Approve 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Approve 
Article7, Definitions, Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), Agriculture-Ancillary Entertainment-Based 
Activities, Fence, Food and Beverage Service Establishment, Outdoor Dining/Outdoor Seating 
Area, Paddocks, Storage Commercial-Passive adopted with the exception of the definition for 
Shooting Ranges and an effective date of these amendments of October 22, 2021. 
 
 

5. Approve Minutes: 
a. August 23, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes 

John Rice moved and Randy Blackmer seconded the motion to accept the Minutes of 
August 23, 202.1.  A “Yes” vote to approve the Minutes of August 23, 2021 and a “No” vote 
will not approve. 
Dave Poplawski-Yes  Alvan Hill-Yes  Michael Krogul-Yes 
Randy Blackmer-Yes  John Rice-Yes  Brian Santos-Yes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
The Minutes of August 23, 2021 are approved 

 

b. August 25, 2021 Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
Brian Santos moved and Dave Poplawski seconded the motion to accept the Minutes of 
August 25, 2021.  A “Yes” vote will approve the Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of August 
25, 2021 and a “No” vote to not approve. 
Randy Blackmer-Abstain John Rice-Abstain  Brian Santos-Yes 
Dave Poplawski-Yes  Alvan Hill-Yes  Michael Krogul-Abstain 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
The Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of August 25, 2021 are approved. 

 

c. September 8, 2021 Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown moved and Alvan Hill seconded the motion to approve the 
Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of September 8, 2021.  A “Yes” vote to approve the  
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Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of September 8, 2021 and a “No” vote to not approve. 
Dave Poplawski-Abstain Alvan Hill-Yes  Michael Krogul-Abstain 
Randy Blackmer-Abstain John Rice-Abstain  Brian Santos-Yes 
Joseph Parodi-Brown-Yes 
The Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of September 8, 2021 are approved. 
 

6. Applications received after agenda posted-None 
 
 
7. Citizens Comments: 

 Larry Groh, 183 Wajer Road- Thanked the Commissioners for denying Article 5A, 
Shooting Ranges.  

 The Director of Planning and Development commented that Shooting Ranges were 
brought up and she could not say it will never be brought up in the future. 

 A suggestion was made to take shooting ranges out of the regulations 
 
8. Reports of Officers and Staff: 

a. Planners Report 
Community day on Saturday, October 2, 2021  

b. ZEO Memo 
John Rice asked if the ZEO signed 3 Building Permits for Madison Avenue and she replied 
yes. 

c. Town of Thompson Budget Reports August 2021 
John Rice commented that 13.5% of the current fiscal year budget has been used. 

 
9. Correspondence: 

a. Minutes: Zoning Board of Appeals Special Meeting September 13, 2021 
b. Eversource Notice of Exempt Modification 
Eversource Energy – 97 Mountain Hill Rd Notice of Exempt Modifications  
Included: 

1. letter from Eversource,  
2. Attachment A Parcel Map and Property Card,  
3. Attachment B 
4. Letter from State of Ct Dept. of Emergency Services and Public Protection, 

Not included: 
1. Attachment C Mount Analysis 
2. Appendix 1 Mount Analysis Report 
3. Appendix 2 RISA Printouts 
4. Appendix 3 Attachments 
5. Attachment D Construction Drawings 
6. Attachment E Structural Analysis 
7. Attachment F Proof of Delivery of Notice 
8. Attachment G Power Density Report 
The complete report is on file in the Zoning Office 

 
c. Town of Webster Planning Board Public Meeting Notice  
d. Town of Douglas Notice of Planning Board Public Hearing 
e. NECCOG Courtesy Notice to adjacent town’s Planning and Zoning Commission from the 

Town of Woodstock 
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f. Woodstock Planning and Zoning Commission new law in CT about accessory apartments 
g. Town of Douglas Planning Board and Tree Warden Notice of Public Hearing 
h. Town of Webster Notice of Public Hearing 
i. Town of Webster Notification of Planning Board Decision 
j. Public Correspondence letters (2) 

 
10. Signing of Mylar:  None 
 
11. Old Business: 

a. Brickyard Road Bonding – no report 
 

12. New Business: None 
 
 
13. Commissioners Comments: 

Brian Santos and Dave Poplawski thanked everyone including the attorneys for coming to this 
well attended meeting.  Michael Krogul also thanked everyone and said it was nice to see 
people coming out.  Joseph Parodi-Brown and the Director of Planning and Development also 
thanked everyone for their input and attendance. 

 
14. Next Meeting: 

PZC Regular Meeting October 25, 2021, 7:00 PM, Merrill Seney Community Room, 
Thompson Town Hall, 815 Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale, CT  06255   

            
 
15. Adjournment 

Randy Blackmer moved and Brian Santos seconded the motion to adjourn.  By unanimous 
consent the meeting adjourned at 9:32 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gloria Harvey, 
Recording Secretary  

 

 

 


