
 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING- MSRAC 

Mill Sites Redevelopment Advisory Committee (MSRAC) 

Friday- September 9, 2022 – 9:00 AM 

Hybrid – Merrill Seney Community Room and Zoom 

MINUTES 

View Meeting on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/SBmUJpDtwNRdWiCZLZ-
bvaDL5H3ZVCM4YCBsnXEMFpxHEuvilKdsGwNwF-rhJmLe.zOBzy682LrFPk8iA?startTime=1662728579000  

Passcode: Z36%0BFY 

View Meeting on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_q8IDg4rEo  

Members Attending: J. Blanchette – Chair, K. Beausoleil, B. Davis, J. Hall, S. Lewis, N. O’Leary, R. Waldron 

Others Attending: K. Bloomquist – Freeman Companies LLC; T. Penn-Gesek – Director of Planning & Development; A. 
St Onge – First Selectman 

1. CALL TO ORDER – 9:02 a.m. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August 12, 2022 MSRAC Regular Meeting  

One correction is noted by J. Hall: in the discussion of the grant for the 65 Main project on page 3, the funding is 
incorrectly noted as $240. Should be $240k. 

S. Lewis moves/R. Waldron seconds acceptance of the minutes with that change. Passes unanimously. 

3. CORRESPONDENCE - none 

4. CITIZEN COMMENTS – no citizens in attendance 

5. COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

a. Riverside Drive LOTCIP Sidewalk Project 

i. Construction update 

K. Bloomquist gives a progress report on the project. The focus for the last couple of weeks and the immediate 
future is to install the catch basins and the remaining granite curb. J. Blanchette asks about the drainage at the 
base of Thatcher Rd. K. Bloomquist will check on that. He will also deliver copies of the inspection reports to the 
First Selectman, to fulfill a FOIA request that was received. The contractor has to re-mark the project because of 
the recent rain and DOT’s milling. They were looking for assistance from DOT or the Town in sweeping the area, 
but it is not known how that was resolved. 

ii. Schedule 

The project is on schedule to meet the CT DOT schedule to repave at the end of Sept. 

iii.  Change Orders/Questions 

There have been 2 change orders thus far: to add the costs of removing the old concrete road base which was 
discovered during excavation, and to rebuild one of the catch basins. 

b. Blain Road Intersection paving 
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i. Construction update 

NC has placed cones and temporary stop signs on the southern half of the marked out reconfiguration as of 8 
Sept. The contractor has not been able to provide an estimate for the project, since the Town is still waiting on 
the amended plan from Provost & Rovero. The adjustment is being made in response to concerns from DPW, 
regarding snow plows and school buses turning onto Blain from Rte 12. 

ii. LID grant 

There are no updates from ECCD at this time. CT DEEP has been very slow in finalizing the grant, due to staffing 
shortages.  

c. Development of 630 Riverside Drive 

There has been little movement since the last meeting. There are still parties interested in the property, and T. 
Penn-Gesek has made an introduction between them, for possible collaboration.  

d. River Mill/ FEMA flood map appeal update 

The DECD brownfield cleanup grant is still in a holding pattern, due to an impasse with the current owner. T. 
Penn-Gesek had a con-call with the developer and Rep. Joe Courtney to request assistance in expediting 
FEMA’s response to the Town’s appeal of the proposed flood-mapping. There has been no update since that 
call, but she will follow up again soon. 

e. Main Street Reconstruction 

 - The RFP for the Main St reconstruction design recently closed. 5 proposals were received. The review panel 
will be J. Blanchette, S. Lewis, T. Penn-Gesek and Joe T (DPW). A timeline needs to be established for the review 
process. The goal is to convert the resulting design into a follow-up grant application (e.g. LOTCIP) for 
construction. 

- There is a general discussion of other pending projects on Main St: St Joseph’s School is believed to be under 
agreement, with a likely proposed use as some form of multi-family housing with or without additional mixed 
use. The Superior Bakery properties are likely to come on the market soon. T. Penn-Gesek did a walkthrough 
with a pair of area commercial r.e. brokers. She has also connected the brokers with two different parties who 
have expressed interest in the properties. 

- The federal funds for the renovation of 65 Main has been received. There is an open RFP for 
architectural/structural engineering design services for that renovation project. The Tourtellotte Trust 
unanimously voted to commit up to $20k for that purpose, but before those funds can be confirmed there 
needs to be a joint meeting between BoS, BoE & BoF. That meeting is set for 28 Sept and MSRAC members are 
asked to attend to voice their support for the project. 

f. Other Committee business 

T. Penn-Gesek has received notification of a placemaking grant offered by T-Mobile. It is a grant with rolling 
quarterly deadlines, intended for shovel-ready revitalization or other placemaking projects. She requests input 
from MSRAC for potential projects to develop into a proposal for the December rolling deadline. Maximum 
grant award is $50k with no match requirement. R. Waldron suggests looking at potential improvements for 
Riverside Park. Any number of projects within the park could be considered: re-paving, improved landscaping, 
improvements to the gazebo, etc. The challenge is to identify $50k worth of work that could be considered 
“shovel-ready.” It is decided that the Oct MSRAC meeting will include a sitewalk in Riverside Park, weather 
permitting, to narrow down those choices. An alternate suggestion is for improvements to one of the 
playgrounds at the public school campus. 

6. MEMBER COMMENTS – none additional 

7. ADJOURNMENT – 9:58 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Tyra Penn-Gesek, Director of Planning & Development 


