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INTRODUCTION 

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  f r e s h w a t e r  wet lands  have become wide ly  recognized  as 
u n i t s  of l a n d s c a p e  o f  s p e c i a l  importance f o r  s u r f a c e  w a t e r ,  groundwater ,  
w i l d l i f e  e c o l o g y ,  wa te r  p o l l u t i o n ,  and l a n d  u s e  p lann ing .  T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  as 
wet lands  p o s e  s p e c i a l  problems f o r  development, farming o r  o t h e r  u s e s .  

I n  l i g h t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  which have been e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  
v a l u a b l e  w e t l a n d s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d ,  it  i s  incumbent upon members o f  t h e  In land  
Wetlands Commission t o  make i n t e l l i g e n t  d e c i s i o n s  based upon a l l  a v a i l a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  Th is  decision-making p rocess  i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  i f  s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  
can be used  which w i l l  a l l o w  comparisons and assessments  of we t lands '  v a l u e  
and u t i l i t y .  

The p u r p o s e  of t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t o  p rov ide  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  i n  a  c o n c i s e ,  
working g u i d e  which can be c o n s u l t e d  whenever a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  e f f e c t s  
of a l a n d  use change i n  o r  near  a wetland i s  d e s i r e d .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  two major s e c t i o n s  p l u s  an accompanying wet lands  
map f o r  t h e  T o m  o f  Thompson. Sec t ion  One i s  an  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c r i t e r i a  
t o  c o n s i d e r  when making a  l a n d  use  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  we t land .  S e c t i o n  Two 
p r e s e n t s  s p e c i f i c  in fo rmat ion  regard ing  wet lands  p r e s e n t  i n  Thompson, as w e l l  
a s  a n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t e n  e s p e c i a l l y  noteworthy wet lands  and t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  
based upon a f i e l d  rev iew conducted by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Connect icut  N a t u r a l  
Resources  C e n t e r .  

The I n l a n d  Wetlands Act f o r  Connecticut  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  we t lands  be des ig -  
n a t e d  b y  s o i l  t y p e s  r a t h e r  than by v e g e t a t i v e  cover .  I n  compliance w i t h  t h i s  
r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  accompanying wet lands  map was p repared  as an  o v e r l a y  t o  t h e  
Town o f  Thompson composite d e t a i l e d  s o i l s  map.  he composite d e t a i l e d  s o i l s  
map w a s  p r e p a r e d  by NECRPA from S o i l  Conservat ion S e r v i c e  s o i l s  mapping f i e l d  
s h e e t s . )  F i e l d  review was conducted i n  a r e a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  we t lands  t o  f u r -  
t h e r  c l a s s i f y  t h e s e  wet lands  by v e g e t a t i v e  cover  and dep th  o f  wa te r  t a b l e .  

F i e l d  r e v i e w  by Commission members of we t land  a r e a s  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
f o r  l a n d  u s e  changes and a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i t e r i a  con ta ined  h e r e i n  w i l l  
enab le  members t o  o b j e c t i v e l y  and i n t e l l i g e n t l y  a s s e s s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  impacts  
o f  s u c h  changes  on  t h e  v a l u a b l e  wet lands .  



I. GUIDE FOR EVALUATION OF INLAND WETLANDS 

A.  Water Supply 

1. Concerns: 

a .  We11 wa te r  supply ( subsur face)  - A l a r g e  number o f  wetlands a r e  under- 
l a i n  b y  va luab le  product ive groundwater supp l i e s .  A pr imary use  o f  
t h i s  water  i s  f o r  p r i v a t e  and pub l i c  we l l s  f o r  d r ink ing  water .  De- 
t e r i o r a t i o n  of  groundwater q u a l i t y  may r e s u l t  from u rban iza t ion  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of groundwater recharge a reas .  By-products of  man's 
a c t i v i t i e s  which may cause groundwater d e t e r i o r a t i o n  inc lude  domestic 
sewage, animal wastes ,  chemical f e r t i l i z e r s ,  p e s t i c i d e s ,  s y n t h e t i c  
d e t e r g e n t s ,  and road s a l t s .  Also, i f  a wetland i s  drained by channel- 
i z a t i o n ,  d i t c h e s ,  o r  t i l e  d r a i n s ,  t h e  water t a b l e  i s  lowered. Drain- 
age  reduces  t h e  amount of groundwater a v a i l a b l e  i n  s torage  and may 
reduce  y i e l d  from shallow dug wel l s .  

b. S u r f a c e  water - Wetlands and water courses  have a va luable  i n f luence  
on t h e  q u a n t i t y  and q u a l i t y  of  sur face  water which supp l i e s  l a r g e  
p o r t i o n s  of t h e  populat ion wi th  c lean  water f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  domes- 
t i c  and i n d u s t r i a l  use.  One of  t h e  most va luab le  func t ions  of wet- 
l a n d s  f o r  su r f ace  water i s  p r o t e c t i o n  of and inc rease  i n  water  q u a l i t y .  
Wetlands and watercourses a c t  on p o l l u t a n t s  i n  t h r e e  gene ra l  ways: 
wet lands  prevent  p o l l u t a n t s  from reaching watercourses  a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  a v e g e t a t i o n  bu f fe r ;  watercourses d i l u t e  p o l l u t a n t s ;  and c e r t a i n  
organisms i n  wetlands use p o l l u t a n t s  i n  c l eans ing  t h e  system. 

2. Fac to r s  In f luenc ing  Importance of Funct ion:  

a .  Well wa te r  supply ( subsur face)  - Aquifers under ly ing  wetlands can be 
i d e n t i f i e d  through use of U.S. Geological Survey aqu i f e r  maps. - - 
Measures should be taken t o  minirnize-pol lutants  discharged over o r  
upstream of an  aqu i f e r .   he Regional Planning Agency can provide 
t h e s e  m a p  a t  Town sca l e  f o r  Thompson.) 

b .  Su r face  water  - A wetland 's  a b i l i t y  t o  prevent  some p o l l u t a n t s  from 
reach ing  s t reams and l akes  i s  determined p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  fol lowing 
f a c t o r s  : 

1. Slope. Steeper s lopes  produce f a s t e r  runoff  t han  g e n t l e  
s l o p e s ,  thereby al lowing sediment and accompanying pol lu-  
t a n t s  from surrounding land  uses t o  reach  streams and l a k e s  
more r ap id ly .  

2. Surrounding land  use. The more developed an a r e a  and t h e  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  wetland a r e a ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  p o l l u t a n t s  w i l l  reach t h e  wetland o r  watercourse.  

3. Vegeta t ive  cover. Removal of vege ta t ion  around a wetland 
a r e a  causes increased  runoff ,  e a r l i e r  and more r a p i d  snow- 
me l t ,  and r e s u l t a n t  decreased water q u a l i t y .  

4. Size .  I n  genera l ,  t h e  l a r g e r  t h e  wetland a r e a ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  
i t s  capac i ty  t o  t r a p  o r  renovate undes i rab le  m a t e r i a l  i n  
water flowing through it. 

5. Volume. A wetland wi th  a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of s tanding  water 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  moving through it  i n  a given per iod  w i l l  



have a  g r e a t e r  c a p a c i t y  t o  t r a p  sediment and w i l l  p r w 2 d e  
a  longer  p e r i o d  f o r  n a t u r a l  r e n o v a t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  t o  a c t .  

6. Micro-organisms. The presence o f  l a r g e  numbers o f  micro- 
organisms such a s  b a c t e r i a  and f u n g i  i n  a w e t l a n d  enhances 
a wet land ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  f u n c t i o n  as a m i n i a t u r e  was te  t r e a t -  
ment p l a n t .  

7. Vege ta t ion .  Submerged a q u a t i c  p l a n t s  a r e  a b l e  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  d i s s o l v e d  oxygen con ten t  of t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e r e b y  a l lowing  
s u r v i v a l  o f  more a q u a t i c  l i f e .  

B. Flood C o n t r o l  

1. Concerns: 

a .  Hazard t o  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  i n  f loodprone a r e a s  - By b u i l d i n g ,  f i l -  
l i n g  and d i k i n g ,  man may e l i m i n a t e  much of  a  f l o o d p l a i n ' s  n a t u r a l  
s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  h igher  f l o o d  s t a g e s  ups t ream as w e l l  
as downstream. New s t r u c t u r e s  may endanger b o t h  themse lves  and al-  
r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s .  

b.  Reduced f l o o d  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y  r e s u l t i n g  from fill o r  c h a n n e l i z a t i o n  - 
Wetlands and f l o o d p l a i n s  permit  f loodwate rs  t o  s p r e a d  o u t ,  p r o v i d i n g  
t emporary  s t o r a g e  wi thou t  severe  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t a g e  h e i g h t .  They 
s p r e a d  t h e  r e l e a s e  of a given volume of f l o o d w a t e r  o v e r  a l o n g e r  t i m e ,  
t h u s  reduc ing  t h e  peak f low r a t e  t h a t  t h e  downstream channe l  must 
hand le .  Na tura l  v e g e t a t i o n  and meandering s t reams  s low t h e  passage  
o f  f l o o d  wate r s  th rough  a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e .  F i l l i n g  a  wet- 
l a n d  o r  channe l iz ing  an a s s o c i a t e d  watercourse  w i l l  n e g a t e  i t s  func- 
t i o n  o f  f l o o d  s t o r a g e  and p o t e n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  f l o o d  f l o w s  downstream. 

2. F a c t o r s  I n f l u e n c i n g  Importance o f  Funct ion:  

The pr imary  de te rminan ts  of a  we t land ' s  f l o o d  s t o r a g e  f u n c t i o n  f o r  a 
g iven  s t o r m  a r e :  

a. Topography- A b road ,  f l a t  s t o r a g e  a r e a  w i t h  a  c o n s t r i c t e d  ou t -  
l e t  may prov ide  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y .  Meandering 
s t reams o r  r i v e r s ,  a s s o c i a t e d  wet land s o i l s ,  and swamps o r  
marshes a l l  s low f loodwate rs  and may d e c r e a s e  peak f lows  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t l y .  

b.  Area. The a r e a  o f  a  w e t l a n d ' s  s u r f a c e  s t o r a g e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
a r e a  of t h e  d ra inage  b a s i n  above i t ,  i s  a major f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r -  
mining t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  wet land t o  reduce a  g i v e n  f l o o d  flow. 
Thus a  wetland w i t h  a  r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n  may e f f e c -  
t i v e l y  b u f f e r  s torm r u n o f f ,  whi le  a wet land  o f  t h e  same s i z e  
and topography w i t h  a l a r g e r  d ra inage  b a s i n  may n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a f f e c t  t h e  l a r g e r  f l o o d  flow p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  it. 

c .  P o s i t i o n .  The c l o s e r  t h e  wetland i s  t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  be p r o t e c t e d ,  
t h e  more d ra inage  a r e a  it can c o n t r o l ,  and t h e  more impor tan t  
it may be i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  a r e a .  



C .  Erosion and Sedimentation Control  

1. Concerns: 

a .  Water p o l l u t i o n  - Erosion from land  sur faces  fol lowing t h e  removal of  
v e g e t a t i v e  cover ,  and r e s u l t a n t  sediment reaching watercourses  and 
wa te r  bodies ,  has s e v e r a l  de t r imenta l  e f f e c t s  on water :  (1) reduces 
d i s s o l v e d  oxygen; ( 2 )  may c a r r y  added n u t r i e n t s  which cause a l g a l  . 
blooms; ( 3 )  may i n h i b i t  photosynthesis ,  reducing input  of  oxygen; 
and ( 4 )  i n h i b i t s  aqua t i c  l i f e .  Inland wetlands serve a s  sediment 
t r a p s .  Surface runoff  flowing through these  a reas  w i l l  be  slowed by 
b o t h  t h e  f l a t  s lopes  and t h e  vegeta t ive  cover,  allowing sediment t o  
s e t t l e  out before  it reaches watercourses o r  water bodies .  

b. S i l t a t i o n  of r e s e r v o i r s ,  storm dra ins  - Excessive sediment l oads  r e -  
duce t h e  u s e f u l  l i f e  of r e s e r v o i r s ,  a s  they  a r e  slowly f i l l e d  by 
sediment.  Sedimentation a l s o  reduces storm sewer and dra inage  chan- 
n e l  c a p a c i t i e s ;  f i l l i n g  of channels with sediment can r e s u l t  i n  in -  
' c r eased  f looding.  Wetlands perform as  descr ibed above t o  i n h i b i t  
t h i s  sedimentation. 

2. Fac tors  Inf luenc ing  Importance of Functions: 

The fol lowing f a c t o r s  should be considered t o  ensure a  minimal amount 
of  sed imenta t ion :  

1. Removal of vege ta t ive  cover. The g r e a t e r  t h e  removal of  vege- 
t a t i v e  cover ,  t h e  more e ros ion  and sedimentat ion w i l l  occur .  

2. Erosion and sedimentat ion con t ro l  measures. Model r e g u l a t i o n s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  r eg iona l  planning agency, and va r ious  
c o n t r o l  measures a r e  ava i l ab l e  from t h e  S o i l  Conservation Ser- 
v i ce .  These should be u t i l i z e d  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  e f f e c t s  of develop- 
ment ad jacent  t o  wetlands. 

3 .  Wetland l o c a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  sediment source. The g r e a t e r  t h e  
s lope of  t h e  ad jacent  l and ,  t h e  wider an a r e a  of  vege ta t ed  b u f f e r  
s t r i p  should be requi red .  

4. Volume of water  i n  wetland r e l a t i v e  t o  flow through it. The 
longer  sediment-laden water s tands ,  t h e  more sediment w i l l  s e t -  
t l e  out  of  t h e  water .  

D. Fish  and Wi ld l i f e  Habi ta t  

1. Concerns: 

P r e s e r v a t i o n  of d i v e r s i t y  of f l o r a  and fauna - Freshwater wet lands c o n s t i -  
t u t e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  waterfowl such a s  ducks, geese ,  and swans; - 

and f o r  fur-bearing animals such a s  mink, muskrat, o t t e r ,  and beaver ,  and 
f o r  f i s h .  Other game spec i e s ,  inc luding  deer ,  r a b b i t s ,  grouse,  q u a i l ,  
pheasant ,  and turkeys  a l s o  use wetlands, a s  do marsh b i r d s  and songbirds .  
The b a s i c  needs of water,"food and cover a r e  suppl ied  t o  t h e  w i l d l i f e .  
Impaired water q u a l i t y  through human a .c t iv i ty  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a  wet land 
a r e a  w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  d i s r u p t  t h e  wetland funct ions.  



2.  Fac tors  Inf luencing Importance of Function: 

The most important f a c t o r  i n  evaluat ing wetlands a s  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
i s  vege ta t ive  cover. Wi ld l i fe  d i v e r s i t y  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  p l a n t  
l i f e  d i v e r s i t y .  In  add i t i on  t o  l i f e  form, wetland s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  wild- 
l i f e  h a b i t a t  i s  inf luenced by t h e  following f a c t o r s :  

a. Number of wetland c l a s s e s .  The g r e a t e r  t h e  number of  wetland 
c l a s se s  t h a t  a r e  present  i n  a  wetland, t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  
of w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  types .  ( see  sec t ion  on Thompson Wetlands 
Iden t i f i ca t ion .  ) 

b. Dominant wetland c l a s s .  The dominant c l a s s  i n  t h e  wetland i s  
important c h i e f l y  because of i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  product ion of 
des i red  species  (waterfowl, marsh and wading b i r d s ) .  A r a t i n g  
system f o r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  value can be based,  among o the r  
c r i t e r i a ,  upon t h e  dominant c l a s s .  Some c l a s s e s ,  such a s  shal low 
marshes and wooded swamps, allow g r e a t e r  d i v e r s i t y  of w i l d l i f e  
than o the r ,  such a s  f r e s h  meadows and open water .  Seasonal ly 
flooded f l a t s  a r e  of outs tanding value t o  waterfowl, shore b i r d s ,  
and marsh b i r d s  during migrat ion.  

c .  Vegetative l i f e  form in t e r spe r s ion .  " In t e r spe r s ion"  i s  a  term 
used t o  descr ibe t h e  degree of mixing of vege ta t ive  types  o r  of 
vege ta t ion  and water wi th in  a  given area .  The more i r r e g u l a r  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p l a n t  t ypes ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  i n t e r s p e r s i o n .  
The g r e a t e r  t h e  length  of "edge" between two vege ta t ive  types  
t h e  g r e a t e r  w i l l  be t h e  abundance of w i l d l i f e .  The t o t a l  l e n g t h  
of edge i s  more important than  wetland s i z e  f o r  w i l d l i f e  produc- 
t i v i t y ;  however, t h e  number of kinds of edge in f luences  w i l d l i f e  
d i v e r s i t y .  

d. Percentage cover. The r e l a t i v e  proport ions of cover and water 
o r  between cover and open water along a  sho re l ine  a r e  important  
f o r  w i l d l i f e  p roduc t iv i ty .  For example, wetlands wi th  more than  
95% cover (vege ta t ion ) ,  o r  more than  95% open water a r e  u s u a l l y  
l e s s  valuable  than  wetlands with more equal  propor t ions  of each. 

e .  Wetland s i t e  type.  The topographical  l o c a t i o n  of the wetland i n  
"upland" o r  "bottomland" inf luences  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  and abundance 
of w i l d l i f e .  Higher p roduc t iv i ty  of bottomland wetlands r e s u l t s  
from longer  r e t e n t i o n  of sur face  water and higher  n u t r i e n t  l e v e l s  
than upland wetlands. Vegetation i s  usua l ly  l e s s  d i v e r s e  i n  
upland wetlands, r e s u l t i n g  i n  l e s s  w i l d l i f e  d i v e r s i t y .  

f .  Size.  In  genera l ,  t h e  l a r g e r  t h e  wetland s i z e  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  
vegeta t ive  and w i l d l i f e  p roduc t iv i ty  and d i v e r s i t y .  However, 
t h e  importance of s i z e  changes with t h e  wetland c l a s s  and wi th  
t h e  wetland 's  s c a r c i t y  i n  t h e  geographic a r e a  under cons ide ra t ion .  

g .  Surrounding h a b i t a t  type .  Many w i l d l i f e  spec i e s  u se  surrounding 
uplands a s  wel l  a s  wetlands f o r  h a b i t a t ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  kind of 
vegetat ion and land  use adjacent  t o  a  wetland a f f e c t s  i t s  wild- 
l i f e  value. Adjacent i n t ens ive  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  com- 
merc ia l  and i n d u s t r i a l  uses  can reduce w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  va lue .  

h. Juxtapos i t ion .  A wetland loca ted  near o t h e r  wetlands ( e s p e c i a l l y  
of d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s )  o r  connected t o  o the r  wetlands by a stream 
i s  more valuable  f o r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  than  an i s o l a t e d  wetland, 
s ince  t h e  w i l d l i f e  can use mort than one wetland t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  
needs. 



E. Unique Areas  

1. Concerns: 

P r e s e r v a t i o n  of r a r e  spec i e s ;  d i s r u p t i o n  of food chain;  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
p r e d a t o r s  - Unique n a t u r a l  a r e a s  a r e  def ined  as having some n a t u r a l  
phenomenon which i s  r a r e ,  unique, e s p e c i a l l y  we l l  developed, e s p e c i a l l y  
p roduc t ive ,  r e l a t i v e l y  undis turbed ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t y p i c a l ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used 
by a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group, o r  has  been t h e  ob jec t  of  s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy  i n  
t h e  p a s t .  Many of t h e s e  unique wetland a r e a s  a r e  d i s t i ngu i shed  by t h e i r  
f r a g i l i t y  - t hey  a r e  e a s i l y  harmed and o f t e n  unable t o  recover  from d i s -  
t u rbance  o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of overuse. Land use changes, f o r  example, may 
e a s i l y  i n t r o d u c e  undes i rab le  p l a n t  o r  animal specie's o r  p o l l u t a n t s  t o  t h e  
a r e a  which may a l t e r  o r  des t roy  t h e  a r e a ' s  unique qua l i t y .  

2. F a c t o r s  In f luenc ing  Importance of Funct ion:  

The presence  of r a r e  o r  endangered spec i e s  or  unusual p l a n t  communi- 
t i e s  a r e  d e f i n i t e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  a unique area,. The wetlands agency 
should b e  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  i d e n t i f i e d  unique a reas  ( s ee  s e c t i o n  on 
Tl~ompson Wetlands ~ d e n t i f i c a t i o n )  a ~ d  agency m e i ~ b e ~ s  sliould be a l e r t  t o  
i d e n t i f y i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  a r eas  thense!.~res. Tl7.e ou:tsJiarLd3.ng c h a . r a c t e r i s t i c  s 
of  unique wetland areas  g ives  t h e x  such in2ortance t h a t  they should gen- 
e r a l l y  n o t  b e  a l t e r e d  i n  any w a y .  

F. Recrea t ion  : Water-based and Non-water-based - 
1. Concerns: 

P r o t e c t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  wet lands:  
a. Water-based r e c r e a t i o n  - The demand f o r  water-based r e c r e a t i o n  i n  

Connecticut v a s t l y  exceeds t h e  su-pply. The h ighes t  p r i o r i t y  
f reshwater  r e c r e a t i o n  needs a r e  f o r  swimming, boat ing,  f i s h i n g  
and hunt ing a r e a s  i n  c l o s e  proximity ( l e s s  t han  % hour t r a v e l  
t i m e )  t o  urbanized a reas .  

b. Non-water-based r e c r e a t i o n  - Camping, p icn ick ing ,  h ik ing ,  and 
n a t u r e  walking do not  r e q u i r e  wa,ter bu t  a r e  g r e a t l y  enhanced by 
t h e  d e l i g h t  of see ing  and hear ing  water.  

2. Fac to r s  In f luenc ing  Importance of Function: 

a. Water-based r e c r e a t i o n ,  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  f o r  determining 
a s t r e a m ' s  o r  l a k e ' s  va lue  f o r  water-based r e c r e a t i o n  a re :  
1. Water q u a l i t y .  Some uses  of  l a n d  wi th in  t h e  watershed may i n t r o -  

duce p o l l u t a n t s  t h a t  a r e  harmful f o r  swimming o r  f o r  f i s h  habi- 
t a t .  Upland eros ion  can cause s u f f i c i e n t  t u r b i d i t y  t o  p r o h i b i t  
swimming; and by inc reas ing  sedimentat ion,  can shorten t h e  l i f e  
o f  a l ake  and a l t e r  s t ream bottom f i s h  h a b i t a t .  Low streamflow 
r a t e s  may be accompanied by an inc rease  i n  concent ra t ion  of po1l.u- 
t a n k s  and of stream temperatures  t h a t  a r e  incompatible t o  f i s h  
s p e c i e s  sought by r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h e m e n .  

2. A c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  u se r s .  The t r a v e l  tEme f o r  t h e  use r  popula t ion  
t o  tl:e r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e  a f f e c t s  t h e  s i t e ' s  value.  I f  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  
t ime t o  a swirming a r e a  i s  2 hours ,  it i s  l e s s  valuable  t o  t h e  



use r  than  i f  it were within h hour. 
3. S ize .  The s i z e  of a  r i v e r  o r  l ake  i s  i v p o r t a n t  i n  determining 

i t s  adequacy t o  meet e x i s t i n g  and a n t i c i p a t e d  demand f o r  i t s  use .  
4. Rela t ive  s c a r c i t y .  I f  a  swimming, boa t ing ,  f i s h i n g  o r  hunt ing 

a r e a  i s  t h e  only one o r  one of a  few a v a i l a b l e  w i th in  a  spec i f i ed  
t r a v e l  t ime, i t s  func t ion  increases  g r e a t l y  i n  value.  S imi l a r ly ,  
an a rea  providing mul t ip le  water - re la ted  r e c r e a t i o n  uses may be  
more valuable  than  one of l i m i t e d  use.  

b. Non-water-based r ec rea t ion .  The f a c t o r s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  determining 
a wetland 's  importance f o r  non-water-based r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  
t h o s e  f o r  water spo r t s  with t h e  add i t i on  of d i v e r s i t y  of water bodies ,  
l a n d  forms, and vegeta t ion .  
1. Access ib i l i t y .  Access ib i l i t y  t o  p o t e n t i a l  u s e r s  i s  equal ly  i m -  

po r t an t  a s  f o r  water s p o r t s ;  however, a wider v a r i e t y  of age and 
i n t e r e s t  groups w i l l  be a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a .  

2. Divers i ty .  Divessi ty  of wetland and watercourse t y p e s ,  of vege- 
t a t i o n ,  and of l and  forms o r  topography c r e a t e s  a v a r i e t y  of oppor- 
t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  enjoyment. Ponds, l a k e s ,  marshes and 
swamps i n  c lo se  proximity a t t r a c t  many spec i e s  of  w i l d l i f e  not 
found i n  heavi ly  wooded a r e a s ,  f o r  example. 

3.  Size .  The s i z e  of t h e  water body o r  wetland i s  l e s s  important 
f o r  non-water-based r ec rea t ion  than  f o r  water-based r ec rea t ion ,  
while  t h e  s i z e  of -tihe e n t i r e  surrounding r e c r e a t i o n  a rea  acces- 
s i b l e  t o  u se r s  i s  more important ,  

4. Rela t ive  s c a r c i t y .  Any unique o r  ou ts tanding  scenic  o r  h i s t o r i c  
f e a t u r e s  on t h e  s i t e  con t r ibu te  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  non-water-based 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  value.  

5. Water q u a l i t y .  The water q u a l i t y  of wetlands must be s u f f i c i e n t  
t o  support a  v a r i e t y  of p l a n t  and a n i n a l  l i f e .  Visual  evidence 
of  p o l l u t i o n  o r  odors w i l l  reduce t h e  va lue  of  t h e  a r e a  f o r  r e -  
c r e a t i o n a l  use .  

G. Scenic  and Hi s to r i c  Value -- 

1. ' Concerns: 

Commu~ity a e s t h e t i c s  and c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i ~ . .  - Wetlands can provide some -- -- 
of t h e  most a t t r a c t i v e  v i s u a l  a s ~ e c t s  2 n a  community. Areas which pro- 
v ide  v i s u a l  d i v e r s i t y  and con t r a s t ,  o r  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  whicli a r e  o f t en  
ad jacen t  t o  streams, ccn t r ibu te  t o  t h e  value of a com~munity's open space. 

2. Fac to r s  Inf luenc ing  Importance of Function: 

The wetland v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  provide v i s u a l  d i v e r s i t y  and con t r a s t  a r e  
t h e  n a t u r a l  resource f a c t o r s  of topography, l and  use and wet1 and type ,  
and t h e  c u l t u r a l  a t t r i b u t e s  cf q u a l i t y ,  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  

1, Topography. The presence of landform c o n t r a s t s  and d i v e r s i t y  of  
landform types ( h i l l s ,  t e r r a c e s ,  c l i f f s )  con t r ibu te s  t o  scenic  
values.  Di f fe r i -g  landform types  caL a f f o r d  t h e  viewer a v a r i e t y  
of  vant ,  3 po in t s .  Scenic v s l i ~ e s  of a  wetland a r e  enhanced by t h e  
d i s t a n c s ,  width and depth of t h e  view. 



2. Land use.  The surrounding land  use can provide a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
wetland,  thereby  inc reas ing  i t s  scenic  va lue .  An undis turbed  
shrub swamp bordering a c a r e f u l l y  mowed lawn i n  an i n d u s t r i a l  
pa rk  has more c o n t r a s t  t han  a seasonal ly  f looded meadow border ing  
pas tu re l and .  

3. Wetland t n e .  A d i v e r s i t y  of wetland t y p e s ,  such as open water 
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  marshes and wooded swamps, can enhance scen ic  
va lue  while  a t  t h e  same t ime a t t r a c t i n g  a v a r i e t y  o f  w i l d l i f e .  

4. Q u a l i t y .  Visua l  evidence of p o l l u t i o n  o r  odors w i l l  reduce t h e  
wetland" a e s t h e t i c  va lue .  The ex is tence  of  eyesores  w i th in  t h e  
view w i l l  a l s o  d e t r a c t  from i t s  value.  It i s  important  t o  d i s -  
t i n g u i s h  e a s i l y  removable eyesores--junked c a r s ,  l i t t e r ,  abandoned 
g r a v e l  pits--from those  more d i f f i c u l t  t o ' r emove- -u t i l i t y  poles  
and wires ,  i n d u s t r i a l  fumes, and sewage. 

5. H i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t .  H i s t o r i c  s i t e s  such a s  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  m i l l s  were f r equen t ly  s i t u a t e d  on watercourses  and add 
cons iderably  t o  t h e i r  a e s t h e t i c  value.  

6 .  A c c e s s i b i l i t y .  The scenic  and h i s t o r i c  va lues  of a wetland o r  
watercourse a r e  enhanced by i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  such a s  a mapped 
s c e n i c  highway rou te  inc luding  turnout  a r e a s  which make t h e  b e s t  
views e a s i l y  acces s ib l e .  A c c e s s i b i l i t y  would be s i m i l a r l y  i n -  
c reased  by a marked f o o t  t r a i l  and a guide booklet  exp la in ing  
eco log ic  and h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s ,  Proximity t o  u s e r s  should a l s o  
be  considered a s  f o r  water-based r e c r e a t i o n .  

H. Education 

1. Concerns : 

Provide outdoor  education f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o t e c t  a r e a s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  - 
Wetlands, p a r t i c u l a r l y  swamps, marshes and ponds, a r e  i d e a l  a r e a s  f o r  
n a t u r a l  outdoor educa t iona l  and s c i e n t i f i c  r e sea rch  l a b o r a t o r i e s  because 
of t h e  i n t i m a t e  a s soc i a t ion  of  p l a n t  and animal l i f e  and l i f e  support  
cyc l e s  t h a t  t hey  exh ib i t .  A wetland i s  a superb se l f -conta ined  l i v i n g  
l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  s tudying ecosystem dynamics. 

2. Fac to r s  In f luenc ing  Importance of  Function: 

F a c t o r s  which make a wetland an important f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  educa t iona l  v i a b i l i t y  of t h e  wetland. Also impor- 
t a n t  i s  a n  a r e a ' s  proximity t o  t h e  use r s .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  schools  have f r e -  
quent ly  been cons t ruc ted  on o r  ad jacent  t o  wetlands. In l and  wetlands - 

agencies  should encourage t h e  use  o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  of e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e ,  
inexpens ive ,  n a t u r a l  wetland a r e a s  f o r  outdoor classrooms. 



11. INVENTORY OF THE INLAND WETLANDS OF THOMPSON, CONNECTICUT 

(prepared  by C .  K. Bowllan, D. L. Civco and W. C .  Kennard, Natural  
Resources Center,  Univers i ty  of ~ o n n e c t i c u t  ) 

The purpose of t h i s  p r o j e c t  was t o  covertype in l and  wetlands t h a t  had 
been d e l i n e a t e d  on a  1:12,000 s c a l e  wetlands and watercourses map prepared 
f o r  t h e  Town of  Thompson, Connecticut,  by the  Northeastern Connecticut Re- 
g iona l  Planning Agency (NECRPA) based on s o i l s  d e f i n i t i o n s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
by Connecticut S t a t e  S t a t u t e .  

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system used i n  t h i s  p ro j ec t  was based on two c r i t e r i a :  
vege ta t ion  cover type and sur face  hydrology. The seven wetland c l a s s e s  iden- 
t i f i e d  a r e  descr ibed  i n  Appendix I. Wetlands were c l a s s i f i e d  through f i e l d  
s t u d i e s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 1:12,000 sca l e  black and white  a e r i a l  photo- 
graphs t aken  i n  Apr i l  1975. F i e l d  s tud ie s  a l s o  provided v e r i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
pho to in t e rp re t a t ions .  Changes were made on t h e  map provided by NECRPA where 
it was necessary  t o  de l inea t e  new boundaries,  t o  include waterbodies not 
shown on t h e  o r i g i n a l  map, o r  t o  change inco r rec t  de l inea t ions .  

The accompanying map i d e n t i f i e s  each wetland c l a s s  by co lor  and l e t t e r  
code. The a r e a  of each c l a s s  on t h i s  map was determined with a  Lasico d i g i t a l  
compensating planimeter   a able 1). The area  was ca l cu la t ed  wi th  an accuracy 
of 95%. It was found t h a t  wetlands cover nearly 20% of t h e  t o t a l  town a rea  
of 31,168 a c r e s .  Of t h e  seven wetland types i d e n t i f i e d ,  t h e  Wooded Swamp- 
Decifiuous t y p e  occurs most f r equen t ly ,  covering some 2,448 ac re s  and cons t i -  
t u t i n g  about 42% of a l l  wetlands and approximately 8% o f  t h e  town a rea .  To- 
ge the r ,  t h e  t h r e e  r e l a t e d  types of wooded swamp wetlands (deciduous,  coni- 
f e rous ,  and mixed) cover 4,613 acres  and c o n s t i t u t e  80% of a l l  wetlands i n  
t h e  town. Herbaceous and deep marsh wetlands a r e  found l e a s t  f r equen t ly ,  
covering 74 and 56 acres  r e spec t ive ly .  

Ten e s p e c i a l l y  noteworthy wetlands based on uniqueness,  s i z e  o r  apparent 
hydro logica l  r o l e  were se l ec t ed .  In  addi t ion  t o  being marked on t h e  map wi th  
t h e  app ropr i a t e  wetland c l a s s  symbol, t hese  wetlands a l s o  have been i d e n t i f i e d  
wi th  t h e  l e t t e r s  A t o  J wi th in  a  c i r c l e .  The acreage and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of each 
s p e c i a l  wet land a l s o  a r e  given. The l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  wetlands i s  A ,  a  Wooded 
Swamp-Deciduous type ,  which covers near ly  156 ac re s .  Another of  t h e  s ign i -  
f i c a n t  wet lands ,  a r ea  I, accounts f o r  about 37% of t h e  t o t a l  Herbaceous wet- 
land  acreage i n  t h e  town. 

DESCRIPTION OF WETLAND CLASSES 

The c l a s s  Wooded Swamp was subdivided i n t o  3 categories--deciduous,coni- 
f e rous ,  and mixed. I n  gene ra l ,  a  wooded swamp i s  cha rac t e r i zed  by having 
t r e e s  a s  t h e  dominant l i f e  form. The water t a b l e  i s  at o r  near t h e  sur face  
during t h e  growing season and usua l ly  above during t h e  non-growing season. 
Some t r e e  spec i e s  found i n  t h e s e  wetlands a r e  Red Maple ( 2 c e r  rubrum L. ) ,  
Yellow Birch ( ~ e t u l a  l u t e a  Michx.), Sl ippery Elm ( ~ l m u s  r u b r a  ~ u h l . ) ,  and 
American Elm ( ~ l m u s  amer icana  L . ) .  I n  add i t i on ,  some common shrub spec ies  
inc lude  Spicebush ( ~ i n d e r a  b e n z o i n  ( L .  ) ~ l u m e ) ,  Winterberry (11ex  v e r t i c i l l a t a  
(L.  ) Gray),  Sweet Pepper-Bush ( ~ l e t h r a  a l n i f o l i a  L. ) , and Highbush Blueberry 
( ~ a c c i n i u m  corymbosum L. ) .  Some common herbaceous species  a r e  Skunk Cabbage 
( ~ y n t p l o c a r p u s  f o e t i d u s  (L .  ) Nutt. ) , False Hellebore ( ~ e r a t r u r n  v i r i d e  A i t  . ) , and 



s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  of  f e r n s ,  t h e  most common one being t h e  Cinnamon Fern ( ~ s r n u n d a  
cinnamomea 'L. ) . 

Shrub Swamps a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a l ack  of t r e e s  and by a dominance by 
shrubs. The water t a b l e  i s  h igher  than  t h a t  of a wooded swamp, be ing  above 
t h e  s u r f a c e  dur ing  t h e  growing season--sometimes by a s  much a s  1 2  inches.  
Since the d e l i n e a t i o n  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  a shrub i s  he igh t ,  spec ies  l e s s  t han  20 
f e e t  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as shrubs.  Therefore,  Red Maple ( ~ c e r  rubrum L . )  i s  o f t e n  
found as a dominant spec i e s  i n  a shrub swamp. 

Deep Marshes a r e  a l s o  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a very high water t a b l e  during t h e  
growing season  but  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from shrub swamps i n  two important  r e spec t s :  
1) t r e e s  and shrubs a r e  absent ;  dominance i s  by herbaceous spec i e s  t h a t  can 
t o l e r a t e  h i g h  water l e v e l s ,  and 2) t h e  water t a b l e  ranges from 6 inches above 
t h e  s u r f a c e  dur ing  t h e  growing season. 

Herbaceous wetlands a r e  cha rac t e r i zed  by a lack  of t r e e s  and shrubs and 
by a dominance by herbaceous spec i e s .  However, t h e  water t a b l e  i s  cons iderably  
lower t h a n  t h e  preceding t y p e ,  be ing  a t  o r  near t he  su r f ace  dur ing  t h e  growing 
season. Consequently,  d i f f e r e n t  herbaceous species  are  more commonly p re sen t .  
Herbaceous wetlands a r e  u s u a l l y  found i n  u t i l i t y  r i g h t s  of way, a long  p e r i -  
meters o f  streams, o r  i n  open wet a r e a s  wi th in  a f c r e s t .  

Meadows a r e  similar t o  herbaceous wet1aa.C.s b ~ t  aye four13 i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
f i e l d s .  A s  a r e s u l t  of g raz ing  o r  r n ~ w i r ? ~ ,  tl?c :ret:.,etztj.cn i s  3 i f f e r e n t  from 
t h a t  of a t y p i c a l  herbaceous ve t lx i i , .  F.rc?a2-lee~-e?. herbs a r e  a P s r n t ,  o r  i f  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e n  i n  small  amounts. 

The fol lowing i s  a l i s t  of t h e  seven ~ic-Lland c l a s s e s  wFth t h e i r  more 
commonly occu r r ing  spec i e s :  

Wooded Swamp -&cidi.lious (WS-1) : Coniferous t r e e s  a r e  absen t ,  o r  i f  p re sen t  ,-. 
t h e n  by l e s s  t han  20%. The dominant t r e e  species  i s  usua l ly  Red Map]-e 
( dcer rubrum L. ) . 

Wooded Swamp - Mixed (T~s -2 ) :  Both d e c i d ~ o u s  and coniPerous t:.-ses a r e  conspic- 
uous ly  p re sen t  i n  n e a r l y  equal  propor t ions .  

Wooded Swam;? - Coniferous (WS-3) :Deciduous t r e e s  a r e  absent ,  o r  i f  p r e s e n t ,  
t h e n  by l e s s  t han  20%. 'I'vro cormno11 dominant spec ies  a r e  White Pine 
(pinus  s t r o b u s  L. ) , and Hemlock ( Tar--7a canadensis (L. ) Carr. ) . 

S-): Shrub spec i e s  coz,;-._o:i_y present  a r e  Buttonbush ( ~ e ~ h a l a n t h u s  occiden:  
t a l i s  L . ) ,  Speckled Alder ( ~ l n u s  rugosa (DU ~ o i )  Spreng.) ,  and Bed 
Maple (dcer rubrum L. ) . Associa;t,ed herbaceous spec ies  a r e  sedges 
( u s u a l l y  Tussock Sedge--Carex s t r i c t a  Lam.), g ra s ses ,  and broad-leaved 
herbs .  

Deep Marsh (DM)  : Usually found border ing  waterbodies ; herbaceous spec i e s  
i nc lude  C a t t a i l s  . ( ~ y p h a  l a t i f o l i a  La  ) , Conmon Eeed ( ~hrag-mi tes a u s t r a l i s  
( ~ a v .  ) T r i n .  ex Steud,  ) ,  Pickerelweed ( ~ o n t e d e x i a  corda ta  L. ), Bur Reed 
( ~ p a r g a n i u m  spp. ) , Smartweed ( ~ o l y g o n u r n  spp. ) , sedges, and rushes .  

Herbaceous ( H ) :  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  members of an herbaceous wetl-ands f l o r a  a r e  
g r a s s e s ,  sedges, ru shes ,  and broad-leased herbs such a s  Jewel--Weed 
( ~ m p a t i e n s  c a p e n s i s  Meerb. ) , Joe-Pye-Weed and Bonese'; ( ~ u p a t o r i v m  spp. ) , 
L o o s e s t r i f e  ( ~ y t h r u m  s p p . ) ,  and ICnotweed (~olygozx~rn spp.1.  

Meadow-Grazed ( M G )  : Sedges, ru shes ,  and grasses  a r e  t h e  common s p e c i e s ,  
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WETLAND USE AS WILDLIFE HABITAT 
(adapted from Golet and Larson, 1974) 

W I L D L I F E  U S E  

o;: Marsh 

WETLAND CLASS 
Wildlife Use Dominant Vegetation Characteristic Plants 

I .  
Open Water or Water 
course 

Seasonally ' ooded 
flats 

Wet Meadows 

- -  

Shallow Marsh 

Winter Migra- Breed- Feed- 
ing tion ing ing 

I I I 
Submergents and sur- 
face plants 

Emergents; some shrubs 
and trees 

Meadow emergent5 

Emergents; some sur- 
face and submergents 

Emergents and aquatic 
shrubs; some surface 
and submergents 

/ burnum, dogwoods I 

- -- 

Buttonbush, water-willow, F,W,B, F,W,B F,W,B, F,W,B, 
cattai, wild rice, b u -  M ,  1 Wt-l E,w, I reed, bulrush, pickerel 
weed, arrow arum 

Shrub Swamp 

Pondweeds, wild celery, 
coontail, water milfoil, 
fanwort, muskgrass, white 
water lily, watershield, 
spatterdock, duckweed 

Willow, dogwood, button- 
bush, reed canary grass, 
blue- joint, sedges, red 
maple, highbush blueberry 

Reed canary grass, blue- 
joint, woolgrass, manna 
grass, soft rush, sweet 
flat, hardhack, sedges 

Cattail, wild rice, reed, 
purple loosestrife, bur- 
reed, great bulrush, 
water lily, pickerel weed, 
arrow arum, water plant- 
ain 

KEY TO WILDLIFE 

Shrubs 

Wooded Swamp 

Bog 

F Fish, amphibians 
and reptiles 

F,W 

F,B 
SM 
WM 

B,SM 

B,WM 
SM 

w Waterfowl 

-Buttonbush, alders, red 
maple, sweet gale, sedge, 
blue-joint, cattail, vi- 

Trees and some shrubs 

Sphagnum, trees and 
shrubs 

B wetland birds (heron, ~ 

rails) 

F,W 

W,B 

B,W 

W,B 

LM Large mammals 
(deer) 

F,SM 
LM,WM 

Red maple, swamp white oak, 
black ash, Atlantic White 
cedar, willow spice bush, 
sweet pepperbush 

Black spruce, larch, red 
maple, leatherleaf, sheep 
laurel, pitcher plant, 
sundew, cranberries, 
sphagnum 

SM Small mammals 
(mink 

and smaller) 

F 

F,W,B, 
SM,WM 

B,SM 
W 

F,W,B, 
SM,WM 

WM Water mammals 
(beaver) 

F,W 

F,W 
B,SM 
wM#LM 

B,SM 
WM,LM, 
W 

F,W,B, 
SM,WM. 

F,W 

F,B, 
LM,SM 

W,B, 
LM,WM 

W,B,SM 

F,W,B, 
SM,LM 

F,W,B, 
SM.WM 

W,B 

W,B 

F,W,B, 
SM, LM, 
WM 

F,w,B,' 
SM,LM 

F , W , B ,  
SM,WM, 
LM 



COVERAGE OF WETLAND CLASSES 

Wetland Class Code 

Wooded Swamp-Deciduous WS-1 

Wooded Swamp-Mixed WS-2 

Wooded Swamp-Conif erous WS-3 

Shrub Swap SS 

Deep Marsh 

Herbaceous 

Meadow-Grazed 

Acres 

2,448 

2,026 

139 

578 

56 

74 

478 

5,799 

Percent of To ta l  
Wetland Area 

Percent of  Total Town --- 
Area (31,168 ~cres) 



SIGNIFICANT WETL&?DS 

Along t h e  Quinebaug River  i n  
t h e  Quinebaug s ec t i on  of t h e  

J e r ry s  Swamp loca t ed  north- 
e a s t  of Sand Dam Rd. , i n  t h e  

Shrub S w m p  (SS) 

Shrub Swarnp and 
Deep Marsh (SS ,EM) 

C 

D 

Wooded Swmp- 
Mixed (WS-2) 

1 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

37.9 Between L i t t l e  Pond and Sand 
D a m  X d .  , i n  t h e  East  Thompson 
sec t ion  of t h e  town. 

Surrounding Long Pond and 
continuing south  from t h e  
western edge of t h e  pond, i n  
t h e  East Thompson s ec t i on  of 
t h e  town. + 

70.6 J u s t  south of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of Babula and Sand Dam Rds. , 
i n  t h e  East Thompson s ec t i on  
of t h e  town. 



r 

Wetland Class 

-- 
Shrub Swamp (SS) 

# 

Shrub Swamp (SS) 

- - - 

1 
Code 

F 

G 

Wooded Swamp- 
Deciduous (WS-1) 

- 
Herbaceous ( H )  

h 

Wooded Swamp- 
Coniferous (WS-3) 

Uniqueness 

X 

X 

S i z e  ( ac r e s )  

66.1 

66.6 

C r i t e r i a  

Size 

X 

x 

1 

Locat ion 

Between Thompson Raceway and 
Stump Pond, i n  t h e  East  Thomp- 
son sec t ion  of t h e  town. 

South of t h e  Quaddick Reser- 
v o i r ,  surrounding Lower Pond, 
i n  t h e  Quaddick s ec t i on  of t h e  
town. 

Hydrology 

X 

x 

65.1 

27.2 

57.3 

I 

H Along t h e  eas te rn  edge of t h e  
preceding shrub swamp, i n  t h e  
Quaddick sec t ion  of t h e  town. 

6,000 f t .  northwest of t h e  
i n t e r s ec t i on  of Ravenelle and 
Bull H i l l  Rds. , i n  t h e  West 
Thompson sec t ion  of t h e  town. 

On t h e  edges of the  preceding 
Herbaceous wetland. 

x 

X 

X 

I 

J 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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