










Town of Thompson, CT May 4, 2020

DEC200 10 Valeri e Clark Timber Harves t Site

Property Information

Property ID 3689
Location 0 ALM RD
Owner CLARK VALERIE SUSAN

MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY 
NOT A LEGAL DOCUMENT

Town of Thompson, CT makes no claims and no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the validity or accuracy of
the GIS data presented on this map.

Geometry updated April 1, 2018
Data updated April 1, 2018
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May 4, 2020 
 
 
James Jasmin 
PO Box 778 
Brooklyn, CT 06234 
 
 
Re:   Job No. 18219 
 Evaluation of Retaining Wall at 
 518 Brandy Hill Road 
 Thompson, CT 06277 
 
 
Dear Mr. Jasmin, 

At your request, J&D has inspected and evaluated the new retaining wall that was 
recently constructed at your property. We understand that your property on Quaddick Lake 
contained an existing retaining wall along the shoreline that was in poor condition. Over the 
winter, when the water level was drawn down, you constructed a new retaining wall in front of 
the old retaining wall. This work was not included on the previous wetland permit, and the 
Town is requiring you to obtain a retroactive wetland permit for this new retaining wall. Please 
note that the following report and attached survey plan are based off several assumptions, or 
information provided by yourself, as some aspects of the construction were not visible, and may 
therefore be limited.  

We understand that the original shoreline retaining wall was constructed out of concrete 
masonry blocks and cement circa 1950. During the 1970’s, this wall began to tilt inwards 
towards the water, and therefore a poured concrete retaining wall was installed in front. 
Pictures from 2018 show significant deterioration of this second concrete wall, and can be 
viewed in the Appendix. These two existing retaining walls were approximately 3 feet tall, with 
the original block wall slightly taller than the second concrete wall. Complete dimensions can be 
found on the cross section of the attached survey plan. The front face of the poured concrete 
wall is approximately coincident with your property line.  

The newly constructed wall includes a poured concrete footing that was installed 
adjacent to the two existing walls. This footing was fastened to the existing concrete wall with 

J & D 
401 Ravenelle Road 

N. Grosvenordale, CT 06255 
www.jdcivilengineers.com 

(860) 923-2920 
 



rebar and epoxy. There is a poured concrete retaining wall affixed to the footing with rebar, 
and granite stones have been used to decorate the exposed face. Poured concrete was used to 
fill in the approximately 2 feet gap in between the two poured concrete walls. The top layer of 
the original concrete block wall was demolished and removed. Also, a drainage system 
composed of perforated pipe and crushed stone was retrofitted behind the original concrete 
block wall. The new wall is slightly taller than the two existing walls. Please see the attached 
survey plan for complete dimensions. 

From a structural engineering perspective, this new retaining wall is excellent. It was 
built by a professional mason, using high quality materials and best practices. Although full 
calculations have not been performed, it is apparent by inspection that the wall is more than 
strong enough to resist sliding and overturning. The addition of drainage to relieve hydrostatic 
pressure behind the wall will greatly decrease the lateral forces imparted to the wall. Assuming 
that the wall was constructed similar to the attached cross section, and barring any unusual or 
extreme conditions, this wall should be expected to last 50 years or more. From a legal 
standpoint however, there is a concern that the retaining wall is not located on your property. 
Using the Class A2 boundary survey recently performed by Archer Surveying, J&D estimates 
that this new wall encroaches into the lake by approximately 4 feet. Additionally, the northern 
end of the wall encroaches into the public right of way and boat launch by approximately 6 feet. 
Please see the attached survey plan for more information. You may want to consult with a 
lawyer who can advise you on boundary encroachments.  

 

Sincerely 
 
Daniel Blanchette, PE 
J&D Civil Engineers, LLC 

 

  



Appendix I – Photographs 
 
 

 
Image 1 – Existing Retaining Walls, October 2018 

 

 
Image 2 – Existing Retaining Walls, October 2018 

 



 
Image 3 – Newly Constructed Retaining Wall, April 2020 

 

 
Image 4 – Newly Constructed Retaining Wall, April 2020 
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Daniel Blanchette

From: Daniel Blanchette
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 2:46 PM
To: 'DEEP Nddbrequest'
Cc: 'Jim Jasmin'
Subject: NDDB Review Request for Retaining Wall
Attachments: 18219 Jasmin - NDDB Review Request 2020.pdf; Attachment A - Overview Map.jpg; 18219 Jasmin - 

Retaining Wall As-Built 2020-05-04.pdf

Good Afternoon, 
 
I am submitting an NDDB Review Request for a retaining wall that was constructed along the shoreline of 
Quaddick Lake over the winter. Last year, the owner submitted an NDDB Review Request and Wetlands 
Application for a septic system repair on the same property. He was under the impression that the new 
retaining wall construction was included in that permit, which was incorrect. The Town is now requiring the 
owner to apply for a retroactive permit for this new retaining wall, and the application requires that I contact 
your office. 
 
I am attaching the appropriate form, and the two attachments. Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Daniel Blanchette, PE 
 
J&D Civil Engineers, LLC 
      401 Ravenelle Road 
N. Grosvenordale, CT 06255 
  www.jdcivilengineers.com 
            860-923-2920 
 
 
 
 





5/4/2020 Thompson Town Clerk's Office to 518 Brandy Hill Road, Thompson, CT - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Thompson+Town+Clerk's+Office,+Riverside+Drive,+North+Grosvenor+Dale,+CT/518+Brandy+Hill+Road,+Thompso… 1/2

These directions are for planning purposes only.
You may �nd that construction projects, tra�c,

815 Riverside Dr, North Grosvenor Dale, CT 06255

Thompson, CT 06277

Thompson Town Clerk's O�ce

Take CT-200 E/Thompson Hill Rd and Quaddick Rd to
Brandy Hill Rd

1. Head southwest on Riverside Dr toward Main St

2. Turn left onto CT-200 E/Thompson Hill Rd

3. Continue onto Quaddick Rd

4. Turn left onto Quaddick Town Farm Rd

Continue on Brandy Hill Rd to your destination

5. Turn left onto Brandy Hill Rd

6. Turn left onto Island View Dr

7. Turn right to stay on Island View Dr

8. Turn right
 Destination will be on the left

518 Brandy Hill Rd

11 min (6.1 mi)

1.0 mi

1.9 mi

2.6 mi

0.6 mi

1 min (0.3 mi)

0.2 mi

243 ft

125 ft

279 ft

Drive 6.4 miles, 11 minThompson Town Clerk's O�ce
to 518 Brandy Hill Road, Thompson, CT



5/4/2020 Thompson Town Clerk's Office to 518 Brandy Hill Road, Thompson, CT - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Thompson+Town+Clerk's+Office,+Riverside+Drive,+North+Grosvenor+Dale,+CT/518+Brandy+Hill+Road,+Thompso… 2/2

weather, or other events may cause conditions to
differ from the map results, and you should plan
your route accordingly. You must obey all signs or
notices regarding your route.

















Date: 05/11/2020 [11:53:43 AM CDT]
From: Janet Blanchette <janet@jdcivilengineers.com>
To: "wetlands@thompsonct. org (wetlands@thompsonct.org)" <wetlands@thompsonct.org>
Cc: J & J Construction <jandjllc@charter.net>
Subject: applicant info - Desrochers

Marla,
 
Please change the name of the applicant on the wetland agent approval form to Richard Desrochers, instead of J & J
Construc�on. All other contact informa�on under applicant info remains the same. Thank you.
 
 
Janet J. Blanche�e, PE
 
J & D Civil Engineers, LLC
401 Ravenelle Road
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255
860-923-2920
 
www.jdcivilengineers.com
 





































Date: 05/10/2020 [06:36:09 PM CDT]
From: Gibson Environmental Services <roger@gibson-environmental.com>
To: wetlands@thompsonct.org
Cc: 'Scott Josey' <sjosey4517@aol.com>
Subject: RE: Final Decision on Cease & Restore Order VIOL20003, Scott Josey, 637 E. Thompson Rd, Thompson

Marla,

Attached please find the report as requested.  A little slow getting out due to the stay at home orders.  I
expected to see more impacted wetlands but the 2 depressional marshes seem to draw down significantly during the
summer.  Dogwoods were growing in 2 feet of water which they normally only can be inundated about 25% during the
growing season.  

I believe the restoration is a good compromise.  The restoration is not to permit vehicle traffic and if such
then permits and a proper engineered plan would need to be developed and approved. 

Thank you,
Roger

 
Roger J. Gibson Jr. PWS, CPESC, Soil Scientist

               370 Porter Pond Road
               Moosup, CT  06354
               (860) 836-1081
               roger@gibson-environmental.com

-----Original Message-----
From: wetlands@thompsonct.org <wetlands@thompsonct.org> 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:41 PM
To: Gibson Environmental Services <roger@gibson-environmental.com>
Cc: George O'Neil, IWC Chair <goneil3@thompsonct.org>
Subject: Final Decision on Cease & Restore Order VIOL20003, Scott Josey, 637 E. Thompson Rd, Thompson

Hi Roger,  FYI, attached is a scan of the final decision notification sent to Scott Josey.  I expect the Inland
Wetlands Commission will be holding it's regular scheduled meeting of May 12, 2020 via ZOOM and expect them to
discuss the next actions to be taken by them (or me) depending on what they receive in response to the final
decision on the Cease & Restore Order.  The agenda will be posted on the Town's  
webpage and will contain an invitation link to the meeting.   
Hopefully, Mr Josey or you will have forwarded an electronic version of your report by then.  Till then be safe
and stay well. - Marla Butts, Thompson Wetlands Agent

--
Marla Butts
Thompson Wetlands Agent
860-923-1852, Ext. 1
wetlands@thompsonct.org



 
 
 
 
 

Soil Scientist Report and Recommended Restoration 
637 East Thompson Rd, “Access Road” 

March 16, 2020 Cease and Desist Order 
 
This investigation was at the request of Scott Josey, the homeowner in response to a March 16, 2020 final order by the 
Thompson Inland Wetland and Watercourse Commission to determine the amount of wetlands that were filled and to 
develop a restoration plan.  The site was visited on April 15 and May 5, 2020. 
 
A high intensity soil delineation was completed consistent with the standards set by the National Cooperative Soil 
Survey of the United States Department of Agriculture, National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Connecticut 
defined wetlands were delineated as to their soil drainage classification of poorly drained, very poorly drained, alluvial 
or floodplain soil types as defined by the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).   
 
Soils in the upland areas are mainly of the Hinckley series, an excessively drained soil type of sand and gravel.  The 
access road consists of this type.  When saturated during flooding, it can become loose and erodible as shown in 
previous exhibit photos of vehicle traffic.  The access road lies between two depressional wetlands that hold a significant 
amount of flood storage capacity.  The easterly depressional marsh floods over the access road to the westerly marsh 
during the spring and recedes up to two feet as indicated by the area vegetation and soil types.   

Soil borings were conducted to determine the depth of recent fill.  Borings were completed adjacent to the road fill to 
determine if wetlands existed across the access road.  The access road itself was to previously disturbed to decide. The 
previous deep rutting in the access road caused ponding within the ill-maintained access. No wetland soils were found at 
the toe of the access road.  Restoration includes removing some fill that was placed along the wetland perimeter as 
shown in the included Photographic Log. 

Restoration also includes managing the stormwater flow across the access road during flooding conditions.  It is a non-
engineered solution recommended and used by the U.S. forestry service in such cases, creating a ford.  This proposed 
shallow but wide depression will permit a better managed flow than what previously existed. The failure of the 
previously used access was mainly due to its use during wetter conditions. This recommendation is for non-vehicle usage 
except for ATV usage during dry and firm substrate periods. 

Sincerely, 

 
Roger J. Gibson, Jr., PWS, CPESC, HAZWOPER 
Connecticut certified soil scientist 
860.836.1081 

 

Gibson Environmental Services 

 

Gibson Environmental Services,   370 Porter Pond Rd., Moosup, Connecticut  06354, phone 860.836.1081 
PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SERVICES TO DEVELOPERS ,  LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND ENGINEERS IN THEIR DESIGN,  

REVIEW AND CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTAL ,  COMMERCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTS .   

  

 

 



Client Name:

Photo No. Date:

Description:

Photo No. Date:

Description:

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Project Assignment:

Scott Josey 637 East Thompson Road Determine if wetlands were filled and provide 

a restoration plan.
East Thompson, CT

2 5/5/2020

Direction of Photo Taken:

North

Restoration:  Cut back slope 

along undisturbed vegetated 

area as shown.

1 5/5/2020

Direction of Photo Taken:

Northwest

High water condition. Water levels 

approximately 2' higher then in the 

normal growing season as indicated 

by the depth of water within  the 

adjacent dogwoods and soil 

indicators.  Excessively drained 

Hinckley soil types used in access 

road typical in surrounding area.  

Need to manage the flow across 

access road and limit crossing 

during flooding conditions. No 

wetlands found filled along access 

road.



Client Name:

Photo No. Date:

Description:

Photo No. Date:

Description:

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG

Project Assignment:

Scott Josey 637 East Thompson Road Determine if wetlands were filled and provide 

a restoration plan.
East Thompson, CT

4 5/5/2020

Direction of Photo Taken:

Southwest

Restoration:  Remove fill within 

the area shown and manage the 

high water flooding across the 

access road by providing a non‐

engineered 6‐8 inch deep 

compacted gravel filled swale or 

ford for non‐vehicle usage with 

the exception of ATV usage 

during non‐flooding/drier 

conditions.  Recommend 

conducting removal later this 

summer.  Currently stable with 

little sedimentation to marsh.

3 5/5/2020

Direction of Photo Taken:

North

Numerous soil borings were 

conducted to determine the 

depth of gravel fill and wetland 

soil types.  Depth to water was 

6 inches making observations 

challenging.  Water level 

recedes significantly during 

growing season.  Redox 

indicated at 20"
















