
 
 
 

INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, May 9, 2023 

ZOOM Meeting 
 

A) Call to Order & Roll Call 
B) Appointment of Alternates 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item C)a)  
Action on Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Minutes of April 4, 2023 
  













 
 
 

Agenda Item C)b)  
Action on Minutes of Special Meeting 

Minutes of April 6, 2023 
  





 
 
 
 

Agenda Item D)  
Citizens Comments on Agenda Items 

  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item E.a) 1. Old Applications 
 

WAA22029, Gary Rawson, 0 Logee Road (Assessor’s 
map 141, block 17, lot 184R), construct a new single-

family home in a 100-foot upland review area for 
Quaddick Reservoir, stamped received 11/16/22, issued 

5/3/23, legal notice to be published 5/12/23, end of 
appeal period 5/27/23.  





 
 
 
 

Agenda Item E.a) 2. New Applications 
 

WAA23001, Hany Youssef, 274 Riverside Drive, 
(Assessor’s map 87, block 95, lot 39), construct a 13’ x 

50’ concrete pad for a refrigeration/freezer unit, 
stamped received 1/19/23, revised 2/1/2023 to include 
construction of 2 second floor decks: a 50’ x 13’ over 
proposed concrete slab and an 18’ x 36’ along entire 
width of the south side of the building, under review – 

on hold pending receipt of revised plans.  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item E.b) 3. Old Applications 
 

IWA23002, Jason Lavallee, 0 Azud Road, (Assessor’s 
Map 67, block 53, lots 1H and 1G, construct multifamily 
dwellings in 5 phases within upland review area with 
drainage discharging to wetlands/watercourses, 
stamped received 2/7/2023, statutory receipt date 
2/14/2023, received written 65-day grant of extension to 
process application, revised plans received 3/30/23.   



Marla Butts 4/6/23 Meeting Notes on Application IWA23002 

Meeting in 2nd floor conference room began at 3:30 pm with Janet Blanchette of J&S Engineers LLC, Applicant Jason 

Lavallee, Soil Scientist Margaret Washburn, ZEO Cynthia Dunne, First Selectman St Onge, Director of Planning and 

Development Tyra Penne-Gesik.   

Discussed snow plowing operations.  Janet will place note on plans regarding where plowing can occur and adjust 

grades to avoid overland snow melt discharge into vernal pool wetlands.  

Discussed wells and possible loss of water to vernal pools. Janet had previously reported to the IWC that that Well # 2 

was moved outside of the upland review area and well 3 is more than 200 feet away from the wetlands.  Also, she had 

told the IWC the wells would be in bedrock covered by 10’-30’ of till and were expected to be high yield with a drilled 

depth of 300’ - 400’, so Well #3 might not even be needed. 

I provided copies of my research on the bedrock geology that showed the site to be in the Tatnic Hill Formation (a 

medium grained gneiss or schist).  A review of information on the internet revealed water yields of this formation can 

be variable.  I provided a copy of a May 28, 2021, hydrogeologic impact assessment for Agbotic Greenhouses in 

Mansfield CT showing varied yields ranging from 1.7 – 20 gallons/minute.   Jason reported that based on well drilling 

records for the nearby homes on Ballard Road he believes his proposed well yields will more than adequate for his 

development needs.  Also, Jason stated the water from the wells is isolated from the near surface water table since 

bedrock wells are drilled with 10 feet of well casing pounded into the bedrock to prevent the infiltration of near 

surface water.  Janet agreed to provide the IWC with an illustration of the well installation.  It was agreed that the 

stormwater management systems will support increased infiltration into the till and help to support the ground water 

discharge to the wetlands. 

Margaret reported her determination that the wetlands contains 2 vernal pools and it was agreed that no further 

sampling was required.  She suggested and I agreed replacing the proposed silt fence near the wetlands with 

woodchip berms was appropriate as they can be just effective and do not represent an obstruction animal passage.  

Janet will include it on revised plans. 

Janet raised concerns about a request for a peer review of the hydraulics so late in the application process.  Based on 

her experience such requests are made at the time of application submission, can take several months to perform and 

can be expensive.  She said CTDOT has reviewed the development proposal and found it to be acceptable.  She will 

provide a copy of the approval letter to the IWC.  Additionally, a follow-up meeting for April ?? was set for her to go 

over and explain the hydraulic report with me. 

Marla Butts 4/10/23 Meeting Notes & Comments on Application IW23002 Hydraulics Report 

Meeting held in Wetlands/Conservation Office with Janet Blanchette, Jason Lavallee and Conservation Officer Dan 

Malo.  Janet reviewed the methodology used to evaluated the drainage system.  Contributing drainage area is about 8 

acres.  There are 3 separate points of interest that discharge from the site: Catch basin on Route 12 (Reach 5R), New 

Culvert on Adud Rd (Reach 6R) and a catch basin on Azud Road (Subcatchment S).  Each one of these is evaluated 

individually for subcatchment and storage areas for both preconstruction and post construction conditions, resulting 

in a calculated pre- and post-construction discharge.  These pre- and post-construction discharges are summarized on 

page 5 of the Stormwater Management Report.  Except for the 100-yr storm at the Azud Rd culvert all post 

construction discharges are expected to be less than preconstruction discharges. 

Based on these calculations there is about ½ foot of free board above the 100-yr calculated flood elevation for the 

Phase 2 Stormwater Pond (1P, free discharge elevation 356.54, see Page 19) before it could overtop the embankment 

that separates it from the wetland/vernal pool (berm elevation 357.0, spillway elevation 355.5 as noted on typical X-

section, Plan Sheet 11). 

Janet delivered revised plans that added identification of snow storage areas, woodchip berm details and graded guest 

parking towards the driveway and away from the wetlands. 

File: IWA23002 04-06-23 & 04-10-23 meeting notes 





WASHBURN WETLAND CON ULTING LLC
19 Wolf Den Road o Pomfret Center, Connecticut 06259'2022

Telephone(s60)428-8424.washburnwetland@gmail.com
.lanet Blanchette APril 8, 2023

J&DCivilEngineers
401 Ravenelle Road
North Grosvenordale. CT A6255

Dear Janet,

On April 29, 2023, at your request and with your assistance, I conducted a site

investigation on the Hillside Townhomes property off Route 12 and Azud Road in Thompson,

CT (Map 67 Block 53 Lots 16 and 1H). The purpose of the site investigation was two-fold. The

first goal was to confirm my findings from 2004 when I first reported hearing wood frogs

chorrlsing from the upper pool. The second goal w-as to evaluate both the lower pool and the

upper pool for obligate and facultative vernal pool species.

Lower Pool

Following the attached vemal pool protocol I prepared for you on March 22,2023.We

approached the wetland quietly and slowly, looking for animals on the surface and around the

.Ag"r. None were observed. We listened for chorusing; one spring peeper was calling' We tumed

over logs and tires to look for animals; none were obseled. We were at this pool from about

10:15 am until about 1l:00 am.

In your presence, I entered the standing water in the lower pool with a net, swept the

water for fairy shrimp and amphibian laruae, and made 8 *'ater depth measurements. in 2

transects, one from northwest to southeast and one from southwest to northeast. The average

water depth in the lower pool is 6 inches.

Fifteen wood frog egg masses were observed in the deepest part of the pool (9.5 inches).

No fairy shrimp, fish, salamander egg masses or bullfrog tadpoles were observed. Large

quantities of algae and some winged insects w-ere observed.

Please refer to the attached vernal pool data foms and photographs for more details.

in conclusion, the lower pool appears to function as a vernal pool.

Uoper Pool

Following the attached vernal pool protocol I prepared for you on March 22,2023. We

approached the wetland quietly and slowly, looking for animals on the surface and around the

.dg.r. None w-ere observed. We listened for chorusing; one spring peeper was calling. We tumed

over logs and tires to look for animals; none w-ere observed. We were at this pool from about

11:00 am until about 12:00 pm.



In your presence, I entered the standing water in the lower pool with a net, swept the

water for fairy shrimp and amphibian larvae, and made 6 water depth measurements, in 1

transect, one from north to south down the middle of the pool. The average water depth in the

lower pool is 7 inches.

Approximately 150 wood frog egg masses and 16 viable (fertile) spotted salamander egg

masses were observed in the upper pool. Also, 4 atypical, apparently unfertilized, spotted

salamander egg masses w-ere observed.

No fairy shrimp, fish or bullfrog tadpoles were observed. Large quantities of algae and

some winged insects were observed.

Please refer to the attached vernal pool data forms, sketches and site photographs for
more details.

In conclusion, the upper pool appears to function as a vernal pool.

Conclusions

In conclusion, both the lower pool and the upper pool function as vemal pools. There is
nothing exceptional about these manmade vernal pools. As vernal pools go, they are quite small
and shallow, particularly the lower pool. The upper pool is 5,682 sq. ft. or 0. 13 acres in size. The
lower pool is 1,786 sq. ft. or 0.04 acres in size. There are literally hundreds, if not thousands, of
vernal pools in the Town of Thompson, with the same vemal pool species present.

This is an excerpt from the spring 2022 newsletter of the CT Association of Conservation
& Wetlands Commissions (CAWS): "Amphibians and development can coexist on a landscape
providing the design preserves the water quality of the pool and maintains critical habitat
linkages between the pool and distant habitat elements such as forest blocks, wetlands and other
vernal pools." This is an excerpt from the spring 2022 newsletter of the CT Association of
Conservation & Wetlands Commissions (CAWS).

The overall design of this project, including the removal of one of the proposed buildings,
and incorporation of sediment controls designed to facilitate amphibian movement, will
accomplish these goals. Water quality in the vernal pools will be preserved. Critical habitat
linkages between the vernal pools and distant habitat elements will be maintained, due to the
permanently protected conservation areas.

It has been a pleasure working for you on this site. Please feel free to call me if I may be
of further assistance.

Sincerely.

?narwMrt'l/t/ail.1/u,,^-
Margaret Washburn, M.S.
Registered Professional Soil Scientist



WASHBURN WETLAND CONSULTING LLC
19 Wolf Den Road o Pomfret Center, Connecticut 06259-2022

Telephone (860) 428-8424 o washburnwetland@gmail.com

VERNAL

Bring sampling aids:
Long handled net
Large Ziploc bags
Tupperware containers
Cafeteiatray
Magnifying glass
Waders or high-topped waterproof boots
Tape measure

Bring documentation aids:
Site plan
Camera
Field forms, pens
Clipboard
Notebook/sketch pad
Field guides
Tape recorder/cell phone recording device

Amphibian Life Stages to Document:
Breeding adults:
For frogs and toads:
Listen for chorusing. Look for mated pairs in amplexus.
For salamanders: Look for "courting" behavior or spermatophores.

Spermatophores are small (approximately %inch) white packets of sperm deposited on leaves
or vegetation by male salamanders.

Eggs: These are various shapes and sizes, usually indicative of species.

Larvae: Lawae are also known as tadpoles.
Transforming juveniles: Transforming juvenile frogs or toads show some remnant of a tail, and
transforming salamanders have gill remnants.

Observation tips
Approach the pool slowly and quietly while looking for larger animals like frogs and turtles that
might be resting on the surface.
Listen for chorusing from a distance. Record the sounds if chorusing is heard.

Prepared for Marla Butts . March 2212023



Walk around the pool slowly, looking in the water for anything obvious such as salamanders,

egg masses, etc.

Avoid disturbing the shoreline by excessive tramping.
Turn over logs, rocks and other debris on or near the edge of the pool to look for salamander

adults and juveniles. Do this gently and retum anything you move to its original condition.
Egg masses are often associated with shrubs or sticks in the pool.

Timing
It is proposed to visit the 2 vernal pools on the weekend of 3125 & 26 and the weekend of 4ll &
2.

Procedure
Each pool will be evaluated separately. Make transects across each pool in north/south and
east/west directions to calculate average water depth.

Photograph each pool from more than one direction.

Note the date, time, weather, and substrate of pool on the forms.

Note whether ice is present, and if so, how thick it is/what portion of the pool is covered.

Sweep the pool with a long-handled net for fairy shrimp.

Try to locate egg masses and Ieft them gently to the surface in a Tupperware container.

Photograph egg masses or other life stages in Tupperware containers or clear plastic bags.

Carefully retum all life stages with as little disturbance as possible.

Photograph and document fbcultative species observed on the evaluation forms.

Submit a narrative report for each pool, including forms and photographs.



VERNAL POOL PATA FORM
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VERNAL POOL DATA FORM
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Town Of Thompson            Hillside Townhomes 
Conservation Commission    Riverside Drive & Azud Road  
815 Riverside Drive       

North Grosvenordale, Connecticut 06255                                      DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

 

cc: Thompson PZC, IWC 
      Thompson Board of Selectmen 
      Jason Lavallee 
      J&D Civil Engineers  

To: Thompson Planning & Zoning Commission; Tyra Penn-Gesek, Town Planner 

From: Thompson Conservation Commission 

Subject: Development Review of the Hillside Townhomes, Lavallee Construction 
 

Good afternoon, 

The Conservation Commission has walked the site and reviewed the Hillside Townhomes development 
plan from Jason Lavallee (03-28-23 revision by J&D Civil Engineers, LLC) in it’s advisory capacity to the 
Town’s land use commissions regarding natural resources involved in local development proposals. 

The site contains two parcels which hold aproximately 5.35 acres in Conservation Easement. One 
easement contains a vernal pool, described in the 04-08-23 report by Margaret Washburn, M.S. 

The Commission raised questions related to the healthy function of the vernal pool: 

• Is the Phase 2 stormwater basin, riprap and swale overflow plan sufficient as to not direct 
stormwater back into the vernal pool? 

• Will the close proximity of (3) wells draw down groundwater that supplies the vernal pool? 

• What types of improvements are allowed within a well buffer area? Can a well buffer area include 
a stormwater basin? The Phase 1 basin is within the 75-foot buffer area for Well 1. 

• The Phase 2 snow stockpile area appears to shed toward the vernal pool. Has/can an alternative 
location be considered? 

• The proposed Airline trail spur/path is proposed at the top ridge of the vernal pool to the west of 
a proposed swale. The Commission supports an extension to the trail, but is concerned that it will 
become a dog-walking path and that waste may enter into the vernal pool and swale. Is a 
maintenance plan considered along the walking path? Could the walking path be relocated? 

• A Phase 4 building is proposed almost entirely within the Upland Review Area east of the vernal 
pool. Could this building be re-sited or reconsidered? 

The Commission raised questions related to the site’s ground cover and filtration: 

• Were additional opportunities for infiltration of ground water explored, ie ‘Rain Gardens’, etc. The 
Commission noted that lawn is not a great infiltrator; and considering that the lot coverage and 
impervious surface is proposed to increase significantly, additional measures may be needed. 

• The Commission expressed concern for the potential increase in salt and oils on the ground due to 
new driveways/roads, and parking areas. Will a plan be devised to mitigate? 

• The Commssion noted that the Phase 3 snow stockpile area is located in a proposed stormwater 
basin, beyond an area of riprap. Would placing snow their potentially damage the riprap? Has a 
long-term maintenance plan been developed for the site’s stormwater structures? 

• The Commission asked that stockpiles over 30 days be covered or seeded to avoid unwanted 
erosion and sediment transport.  

• The Commission would like staff to monitor E&S controls through the duration of the project.  
 

continued → 



Town Of Thompson            Hillside Townhomes 
Conservation Commission    Riverside Drive & Azud Road  
815 Riverside Drive       

North Grosvenordale, Connecticut 06255                                      DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 

 

cc: Thompson PZC, IWC 
      Thompson Board of Selectmen 
      Jason Lavallee 
      J&D Civil Engineers  

There is a strong pull in sometimes opposite directions for conserving open space, and meeting the area 
need for housing. Residential land is oftentimes the most expensive type of land use for local 
government to support and can cost the public more money than it pays in taxes and charges; whereas 
keeping land as open space eliminates the costs of new government services, such as schools, water, 
trash removal, sewers, policing, and fire protection. The proposed development meets community 
needs and it is our wish that the project harmonize with the environment as much as can be possible.  

The location’s proximity to the Airline Trail State Park makes it a curious possiblity as a missing link in 
the trail system (only one other property stands between the Putnam town line). It is the hope of the 
Commission that any denuding of the property takes place in phases, only after the feasiblity of the 
phase is determined. If future phases are found not to be feasible, it is hoped that as much as the 
property, as possible, can remain wooded, and explored with the State as an opportunity to expand the 
Airline Trail. A tie-in, link, or pass through to the trail might increase the interest and value of the units. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Dan Malo 
Conservation Agent 

Thompson Conservation Commission 
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April 21, 2023 
 
Conservation Commission 
Town of Thompson 
815 Riverside Drive 
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255 
 
Re:   Job #22203  

Lavallee Construction LLC – Hillside Townhomes 
Azud Road and Riverside Drive, Thompson 
Map 67, Block 53, Lots 1G and 1H 

 
 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 

We understand there was some discussion at the recent meeting of the Conservation 
Commission regarding the proposed multi family development by Lavallee Construction off of 
Azud Road. The Town Planner provided J&D with a letter (undated) from Dan Malo on April 19, 
summarizing some of the questions and concerns from the Commission. The following 
constitutes a response to those questions or concerns. As a general comment, we would like to 
mention that when this property was first created by subdivision, about 10 acres of the total 30 
acres was permanently protected as conservation land. Additionally, much of the site has been 
heavily disturbed since the 1950’s. The existing wetlands and vernal pools on site are manmade 
and contain a fair amount of garbage and debris from a previous owner. Thank you very much 
for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to working together with you to get this 
project approved.  
 

• The proposed stormwater basin for Phase 2 has been designed to prevent any 
stormwater from entering the vernal pool. There is an earth berm between the basin 
and the pool with a top elevation of 457. From our drainage model, during a 100 year 
storm, the maximum water elevation leaving the basin has been calculated at elevation 
456.5. Therefore, even during the most extreme storm event, the water should be at 
least 6 inches below the berm. All water exiting the Phase 2 basin through the riprap 
swale will enter the wetlands downhill of the vernal pool.  

• The proposed wells should not affect the vernal pool. The vernal pool is fed by surface 
runoff or groundwater that is several feet below the surface. The wells are drilled 
several hundred feet into the bedrock, and draw water from the aquifer. Having a drilled 
well deplete surface water is not usually a concern in this region.  

• The health code has requirements on what type of improvements can be built near 
wells. Specifically, the health code (Section 19-13-B51d) requires at least 25 feet 
separation between a well and “water body or surface water drain.” The plans submitted 

J & D 
401 Ravenelle Road 

N. Grosvenordale, CT 06255 
www.jdcivilengineers.com 

(860) 923-2920 
 



by J&D are meeting this requirement. All proposed stormwater structures are at least 25’ 
from any proposed wells. The 75’ buffer area only applies to items related to sewage: 
septic tanks, sewage pumps, etc.  

• The snow stockpile area does not drain northwest towards the vernal pool. The 
proposed contours indicate that this area will be sloped towards the road, and drain to 
the southwest. The side closer to the vernal pool will be at least 6” higher than the side 
closer to the road. Any snow stockpiled in this location will not drain towards the 
wetlands.  

• The applicant is willing to have a discussion about relocating the proposed walking trail 
away from the wetlands and vernal pool. One alternative the commission may prefer 
would be to have the walking trail connect directly to the proposed road, in between 
buildings P and O.  

• In designing these site plans, J&D attempted to avoid impacting any wetlands to the 
greatest extent practical. Although more than half of Building M is within the upland 
review area, this is building is still at least 65 feet from the wetlands. This building 
cannot be relocated, the site is fairly small and contains some steep areas that make 
grading a challenge. The only alternative would be to remove this building from the site 
plan.  

• In designing the drainage system for this project, numerous aspects of Low Impact 
Design were incorporated to maximum infiltration and minimize impacts to the 
environment. The proposed drainage design will actually increase infiltration on site, and 
decrease the total amount of runoff. Under existing conditions, the peak runoff from the 
site is estimated at 46.2 CFS and the total runoff from the site is 5.4 acre-feet for a 100 
year storm. Under proposed conditions, the peak runoff from the site is 43.2 CFS and 
the total runoff from the site is 3.7 acre-feet for a 100 year storm. Although the amount 
of impervious area is being increased, the additional runoff from roads and buildings will 
be directed into basins, which will capture the runoff and allow it to slowly infiltrate into 
the ground. It is also worth mentioning that both lawn and forest have a very high 
capacity for infiltration. The drainage model was created using the SCS method, which 
uses a “curve number” to calculate the amount of runoff or infiltration for a given type 
of land. A higher curve number means there is very little infiltration, for example a 
parking lot has a curve number of 98 and a corn field has a curve number of 60. The 
curve number for forest is 30, whereas the curve number for lawn is 36, meaning that 
lawns produce slightly more runoff than woods. Both lawns and forests have some of 
the lowest curve numbers, and provide the largest amount of infiltration. Converting 
forest land into lawn does not significantly increase runoff.  

• The proposed drainage system is exceeding the minimum requirements of the CT 
Stormwater Quality Manual. The majority of pollutants such as salt/sand/oil are washed 
away by the first inch of rainfall, and 90% of rainfall events result in an inch or less of 
rain. The proposed basins are designed to capture and treat this first inch of rain, which 
is referred to as the Water Quality Volume. Therefore, the drainage system is estimated 
to capture 90% of the pollutants coming from the roads and driveways. Other features 
such as sediment forebays and riprap swales will provide further treatment and improve 
stormwater quality.  

• We do not anticipate the riprap swale near the Phase III stormwater basin being 
damaged by snow plowing. The individual responsible for plowing will be familiar with 
the site, and should know to avoid that riprap. If a snowplow is found to have been 



damaged the swale, the swale can be easily repaired and then protected with stakes or 
posts. 

• This is a fairly common requirement for projects of this nature, and the applicant does 
not object. Having some town staff monitor and inspect erosion controls is very 
reasonable.  

 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
Daniel Blanchette, PE 
J&D Civil Engineers, LLC 
 
Cc:  Jason Lavallee, Marla Butts, Tyra Penn Gesek 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

incorporated comments for Hillside Homes

Janet Blanchette <janet@jdcivilengineers.com>
Mon 5/1/2023 1:40 PM

To: Marla Butts <wetlands@thompsonct.org>;Conservation <CONSERVATION@thompsonct.org>
Cc: 'Jason Lavallee (Jlavallee0193@charter.net)' <Jlavallee0193@charter.net>

3 attachments (3 MB)
22203 cover and details 2023-05-01 details sht 10.pdf; 22203 Lavalle final 2023-05-01 Phases 4 and 5 sht 8.pdf; 22203 Lavalle
vicinity map 2023-05-01 sht2 Vicinity Map.pdf;

Good Afternoon,
 
As requested, we relocated the walking trail. That was a good idea to avoid worn grass or pet wastes near the
vernal pool. I had chosen the other location so it would potentially be built in the earlier years of the project but I
do really like the new location. The earliest residents to move in can just walk through the woods to the airline
trail if they want to.
 
I also added a note to the sequence of construction #4 regarding seeding stockpiles.
 
The three revised sheets are attached. I was not planning on running hard copies of all 11 sheets and stamping
them at this time in case there are other minor comments to incorporate in the plan set with the IW or P& Z
commissions this month. The plans will all be reviewed for the chairman signatures.
 
I believe that we have incorporated and/or answered all the comments. Thanks for being available for multiple
meetings and site walks on the project.
 
Please let us know if the meeting can be in person on May 9th. Thanks.
 
Janet J. Blanchette, PE
 
J & D Civil Engineers, LLC
401 Ravenelle Road
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255
860-923-2920
 
www.jdcivilengineers.com
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Agenda Item E.b) 1. New Applications 
 

DEC23009, Francesca Morano, 279 Lowell Davis Road, 
(Assessor’s Map 99, block 29, lot 24), 2-lot subdivision 
with no work in wetlands or water courses, submitted to 
meet requirements of Section 8-26(e) of the Connecticut 

General Statutes, stamped received 4/20/23.  





















 
 
 
 

Agenda Item E.b) 2 New Applications 
 

IWA23010, Thompson Business Park LLC, 0 & 0 
Reardon Road, (Assessor’s Map 65, block 100, lot 40 & 
40G), self-storage facilities with grading and stormwater 

discharges in 100-foot upland review area, stamped 
received 5/2/23, to be statutorily received 5/9/23.  



























 
 
 
 

Agenda Item E.b) 3 New Applications 
 

IWA23011, Kevin Calabro, 117 New Road, (Assessor’s 
Map 154, block 3, lot 2H), relocation of man-made 

watercourse, curtain drain, clearing and grading in 100-
foot upland review area, stamped received 5/2/23, to be 

statutorily received 5/9/23.  

















 
 
 
 

Agenda Item E.c) Applications Received After Agenda 
was Published.  

 
None 

  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item F) Permit Extensions / Changes - None 
  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item G.a) Violations & Pending Enforcement 
Actions 

 
Notice of Permit Violation VIOL21036, Permit 

IWA20022, Marc Baer, 1227 Thompson Rd 
(Assessor’s map 116, block 24, lot 10), grades not 

as authorized in modified plan approved by the 
Commission on February 9, 2021 - status. 

  







 
 
 
 

Agenda Item G.b) Violations & Pending Enforcement 
Actions 

 
Notice of Violation VIOL22031, Douglas and Roberta 

Gray, 0 New Road, (Assessors map 154, block 3, lot2J), 
watercourse alternative causing flooding, issued 

11/23/22 - status.  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item G.c) Violations & Pending Enforcement 
Actions 

 
Notice of Violation VIOL23007, Kevin Calabro, 117 

New Road, (Assessor’s map 154, block 3, lot 3H), 
earthmoving in 100-foot upland review area, issued 

3/24/23 - status.  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item H.a) Other Business 
 

IWC Regulations Revisions   



 

 

New Definition 

Application means a submission of documents that includes (1) a completed application form, such form 

provided by the Commission in accordance with these Regulations, (2) the requisite application fee as 

identified in section 19 (?) of these Regulations and (3) a scaled drawing illustrating the existing 

conditions and the propose conditions which warrant approval pursuant to these Regulations. 

SECTION 7 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Any person wishing to undertake a regulated activity shall submit an application to the Inland 
Wetlands Commission consisting of (1) a completed application form available from the 
Wetlands Office or Thompson webpage entitled “??? Use new form name” that is applicable to 
the proposed regulated activity, (2) the required application fee as identified in section 19 (?) of 
these Regulation and (3) a scaled drawing illustrating the existing conditions and proposed 
conditions which authorization is required by these regulations.  Any materials submitted that 
fail to include either the required application form, application fee and/or drawing may be 
summarily rejected and returned to the submitter with an explanation for its rejection as an 
application.  Alternatively, the materials submitted may be accepted as an application for 
processing and the applicant requested to complete the application following its date of receipt.  
Failure to complete such application is grounds for denial of the application.apply for a permit on 
a form entitled "Town of Thompson Inland Wetlands  and Watercourses 
AgencyCommission - Application for permitPermit" or “Application for Wetland Agent 
Approval.”  An application shall include an application form and such information as prescribed 
by Sectionsection 7.5 and, in the case of a significant activity; by Sectionsection 7.6 of these 
regulations.  Application forms may be obtained in the office of the Thompson Town Clerk or 
the Inland Wetlands AgencyCommission 

Commented [mpb1]: Does the Town Clerk have copies 
of the application forms??  While this language is in the 
model regulations the statute doe not require the forms to be 
in the Town Clerk’s office and this requirement can be 
dropped. 
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Town of Thompson 
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 

815 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255 

 
 

BASE FORM FOR 

APPROVAL OF REGULATED ACTIVITY & DECLARATORY RULING 

All applications for approvals of regulated activities and declaratory rulings require the following information.  
Unless identified as “Optional” all information is mandatory.  Failure to provide required information on this form 
will result in a rejection of the submitted materials and the form with any attachments will be returned to the 
applicant along with any fee submitted. 
 
Part I Application Type, Required Supplement Form and Fee (check one only): Note: When a fee is 
required it must be in the form of a checks or money orders made out to the “Town of Thompson” with a notation 
“Wetlands Application” The appropriate fee must be submitted with the application. 

Request Type & Attachment (check one) Fee 
 Declaratory Ruling (all except for timber harvest) - Supplement Form A ???? 
 Declaratory Ruling (timber harvest only) - Supplement Form B ???? 
 Wetlands Agent Approval (work in upland review area only) - Supplement Form C ???? 
 Permit for Individual Lot - Supplement Form D See Supplement Form D 
 Permit for Subdivision (no road construction and/or public improvements) - Supplement Form E See Supplement Form E 
 Permit for Subdivision w/ Road Construction and/or Public Improvements - Supplement Form F See Supplement Form F 

 
Part II Contact Information 

1) Applicant Contact Information:   
a) Applicant Name:    
b) Mailing Address:     

(include town state zip)     
c) Daytime Phone #:    
d) Evening Phone #:    

e) Cell Phone # (optional):    
f) Email Address (optional):    

2) Applicant’s Interest in Property (check one only) 
  property owner  option holder  lessee 

  easement holder  other (please specify)      

3) & 4)   Other Contact Info 3) Owner Contact Information (required 
if applicant is not property owner) 

4) Agent (optional) 

a) Name:      
b) Mailing Address:      

 (include town state zip)      
c) Daytime Phone #:      
d) Evening Phone #:      

e) Cell Phone # (optional):      
f) Email Address 

(optional): 
     

     

For Commission Use Only 
Application #:    
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Part III Site Information 
 

1) Property Involved (following information obtained from tax assessor and town clerk’s records): 
Street Address Assessor’s Reference 

Map Block Lot 
    
    
    

2) Property located within 500 feet of Thompson town line? (check one)   No  Yes 

3) Wetlands (as delineated by qualified soil scientist) / Watercourse Area Altered 
a) Wetlands:   ( in square feet) 
b) Open Water Body:   (in square feet) 
c) Stream:    (in linear feet) 

4) Noteworthy Wetlands / Watercourses:  Does the property contain a noteworthy wetland or watercourse as 
identified in the document “Town of Thompson Inland Wetland Inventory” prepared by the Northeastern 
Connecticut Regional Planning Agency dated 1980 (see currently inland wetlands and watercourses map)(check one) 
  No  Yes   (If Yes, then upland review area = 200 feet) 

5) Upland Review Area altered:   (in square feet) 

6) U.S.G.S. Topographic Quadrangle (check all involved) 

  #13  Webster MA 
  #14  Oxford MA 
  #28  Putnam 
  #29  Thompson 

7) Drainage Basin #(s) wherein the proposed activity 
will take place (check all involved): 

French River  3300  3301 

Quinnebaug River  3700  3708 

Five Mile River  3400  3401  3402 
 

Part IV Fees Application Permissions & Certifications 

1) Owner’s Permission1 
I, the undersigned, am the owner of the above reference property and hereby grant permission to the Thompson Inland 
Wetlands Commission and its duly authorized agents to enter upon this property at reasonable times both before and after a 
final decision on this application has been issued by the Thompson Inland Wetlands Commission for purposed of inspection 
and enforcement of the Inland Wetlands and Watercourse regulation of the town of Thompson.  Further, I have had an 
opportunity to review the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of Thompson and understand that these 
regulations regulate activities conducted on my property. 

__________________________________________  Dated: __________________ 
(Signature of property owner) 

                                                                                                                                             
For all persons excluding individuals print name and title of signatory above 

2) Applicant’s Certification1 
I, the undersigned, certify that the information supplied in the completed application is accurate, to the best of my knowledge 
and belief and am aware of the penalties for obtaining the permit through deception, inaccurate or misleading information. 

__________________________________________  Dated: __________________ 
(Signature of applicant)      

                                                                                                                                             
For all persons excluding individuals print name and title of signatory above 

 
1 If owner is (1) a corporation, then signature is required to be by a principal executive officer of at least the level of vice president , (2) a limited liability 
company (LLC), then signature is required to be by a manager, if management of the LLC is vested in a manager(s) in accordance with the company’s 
“Articles of Organization”, or a member of the LLC if no authority is vested in a manager(s), (3) a partnership, then signature is required by a general 
partner, (4) the Town of Thompson, then signature is required by the First Selectman, (5) any other municipality, the signature is required by a ranking 
elected official, or by other representatives of such applicant authorized by law, and (6) a sole proprietor, then signature is required by the proprietor. 
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Town of Thompson 
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 

815 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255 

SUPPLEMENT FORM A 

DECLARATORY RULING (except for Timber Harvest) 

To be included in applications for persons proposing to carry out a use permitted as of right as or non-regulated 
use listed in sections 4.1 and 4.2 of the Thompson Inland Wetland and Watercourse Regulations, except timber 
harvests (for timber harvests use Supplement Form B).  Unless identified as “Optional” all information is 
mandatory. 
 

1. Applicant Name given on Base Form:        

2. Attach an 8 ½ inch by 11 inch location map for the property 

3. Attach a diagram, drawing or plot plan of sufficient scale and detail to portray the proposed activity. 

4. Detailed project description and purpose:        
             
             
             
             
             
             
              

5. Propose use or activity conforms to the following permitted uses as outlined in section 4.1 of the 
Thompson Inland Wetland and Watercourse Regulations (check as appropriate): 

a.   Grazing, farming, nurseries, gardening and harvesting of crops. 

b.   Farm pond three (3) acres or less essential to the farming operation. 

c.   Construction of a residential home for which a building permit has been issued prior to July 1, 
1987, attach copy of valid building permit and site plan. 

d.   Boat anchorage or mooring. 

e.   Use incidental to the maintenance and enjoyment of property presently used for residential 
purposes that contains a dwelling. Such property is equal to or smaller than the largest minimum 
residential lot size as permitted in the Town of New Milford. 

f.   Construction and operation by a water company of a dam, reservoir or other facility necessary 
for the impounding, storage and withdrawal of water in connection with public water supplies. 

g.   Maintenance of drainage pipes on residential property that existed prior to July 1, 1974. 

6. Proposed use or activity will not disturb the natural or indigenous character of the wetland or watercourse 
and conforms to one of the following non-regulated uses outlined in section 4.2 of the Thompson Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations (check as appropriate): 

a.   Conservation of soil, vegetation, water, fish or wildlife. 

For Commission Use Only 
Application #:    
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b.   Outdoor recreation 

c.   Dry Hydrant installation by authority of the municipal fire department 

7. The proposed use or activity is not regulated by the Thompson Inland Wetlands and Watercourses 
Regulations because(check as appropriate): 

a.   The proposed activity or use is one which is the exclusive jurisdiction of State or Federal agency. 
Provide documentation (See Section 5 of these regulations) 

b.   The use or activity was legally existing as of July 1, 1974, and does not involve new, additional 
or expanded use or activity. Provide documentation. 

c.   The proposed activity is not a regulated activity as defined by section 2 to the Thompson Inland 
Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations (delineation of wetlands by a qualified soil scientist 
may be required) 

 

__________________________________________  Dated: __________________ 
(Signature of applicant)      

Complete and Submit with completed “Base Form for Approval of Regulated Activity and Declaratory Ruling” to:   Office of the Thompson Inland 
Wetlands Commission, Thompson Town Hall, 815 Riverside Drive, N. Grosvnordale, CT  06255. 
 

*** For Commission Use Only *** 
Response:  
 
 
 
Name of Authorizing Signature:  ____________________________________     Title: ____________________ 
Authorizing Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 



 

 

Town of Thompson 
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 

815 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255 

 
SUPPLEMENT FORM B 

DECLARATORY RULING for TIMBER HARVEST 

Certain activities associated with timber harvesting are a use permitted as of right pursuant to Section 22a-40(a) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes and Section 4.1 of the Inland Wetlands for the Town of Thompson. (For guidance see 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection’s document entitled “Agriculture, Forestry and Wetlands Protection 
in Connecticut”)  This form attached to a completed “Base Form for Approval of Regulated Activity and Declaratory 
Ruling” constitutes the notification required by Section 4.4 of the Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Regulations of the 
Town of Thompson for such timber harvesting.  Note: If the timber harvest covers multiple properties with different 

owners, then a separate request for approval must be filed for each of the different property owner(s). 
 
Base Form Applicant Verification 
Applicant Name given on Base Form:          
Property Information 
(Locate property boundaries on attached USGS topographic map and copy of assessor’s map – see information on maps 
on reverse side of this form.) 
 

Total acreage of Property(s): _______________ 
 

Property boundaries are marked and can be viewed in the field Yes  No  
Have owners of all lands within 100 feet of the harvest area been notified via first-class mail 
prior to filing this form? 

Yes  No  

 
Harvest Information 

This timber harvest has been prepared by a State of Connecticut certified:  
(Check one):  Forester OR  Supervising Forest Products Harvester 

Forest Practitioner Certificate #:______________________________________________________________________ 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone # (Business) ____________________________________    (Cell) _____________________________________ 

 
Harvester (if not landowner): ________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
Town: _______________________________________________________Zip: ________________ 
Phone: (     ) _________________________________ 
E-mail: _____________________________________ 

 
Estimated starting date of timber harvesting operations:  ______/______/______ 

Estimated completion date of harvesting operations:   ______/______/______ 

Total acreage of harvest area: __________________ 
Timber harvest boundaries are marked/flagged and can be viewed in the field Yes  No  
Designation of trees to be harvested     

Trees to be harvested have been marked with paint at eye level and at ground level Yes  No  
If marked, then paint marking color(s) are ______________________________________ 

For Commission Use Only 
Application #:    



 

 

Amount of forest products to be harvested: 
____________ Board feet ____________ Cords ____________ Cubic feet ____________ Tons 



 

 

 
Timber Harvest Objective:  

 
 

Timber Harvest Treatment:  
 
 

 
Actions Being Performed on This Land 
(Check all that apply and locate on attached Harvest Area map – see information below on maps.) 
 

Crossings / Clearing Erosion and Sedimentation Control Measures* 
Temporary stream/drainage crossing 
 Temporary wetlands crossing 
 Removal of trees in wetlands 
 Removal of trees in upland review area 

 Installation of water bars 
 Grading 
 Seeding 
 Other (describe below) 

Log landing area: Roads 
 Anti-tracking pad 
 Curb cut 

Are new roads, other than skid trails, to be constructed for 
transport of logs or other activities associated with this 
harvest?               Yes     No 

All erosion and sediment controls must comply with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control as amended.  See 
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2720&Q=325660  for info on viewing copy 

 
 
Describe in further detail as necessary:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following maps are attached to this Request For Approval Of Timber Harvest (Check all that apply) 

 Copy of USGS topographic map with the property outlined 
 Copy of Assessor’s map with the property outlines 
 Timber Harvest Area map showing outline of harvest area, skid road locations, log landing area, truck 

access roads, inland wetlands, watercourses and any crossings drawn to scale 
 
The undersigned hereby swears that the information contained in this application is true, accurate and complete to the 

best of my (our) knowledge and belief and that the timber harvest will be conducted in accordance with the 

specifications outlined in this Request for Approval of Timber Harvest 

 

Signature of Landowner:________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Print / Type Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Certified Forest Practitioner:  ________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Print Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete and Submit with completed “Base Form for Approval of Regulated Activity and Declaratory Ruling” to:   Office of the Thompson Inland Wetlands 
Commission, Thompson Town Hall, 815 Riverside Drive, N. Grosvnordale, CT  06255.  A courtesy copy of this completed form should be sent to the 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Forestry, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT  06106-5127,  Tel: (860)424-3630 

*** For Commission Use Only *** 
Response:  
 

http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2720&Q=325660


 

 

Name of Authorizing Signature:  __________________________________________      Title: ____________________ 
Authorizing Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________ 
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Agenda Item H.b) Other Business 
 

Update on Amendments to Subdivision Regulations 
  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item H.c) Other Business 
 

FY23 Budget Update 
 

Referendum Set for May 15, 2023 
  



Education General Town Debt Service Capital Totals

Expense Amount 21,354,483$            7,400,666$              1,334,722$              662,247$                 30,752,118$            
Expense Change Over Prior Year 8.00% 14.24% -1.53% -23.20% 8.02%

Less
General Revenue 7,534,704 2,009,224 -                            -                            9,543,928
Estimated Revenue to Offset Expenses 7,534,704 2,009,224 -                            -                            9,543,928

Amount to be Raised by Taxation 13,819,779 5,391,442 1,334,722 662,247 21,208,190

Adjustments
Allowance for Uncollected Taxes 105,000 105,000 -                            -                            210,000

Total Tax Warrant 13,924,779$            5,496,442$              1,334,722$              662,247$                 21,418,190$            

Grand List 10/1/2022 769,560,044$         

Proposed Mill Rate 18.09 7.14 1.73 0.86 27.83

Base Mill Rate 16.31 6.11 1.79 0.81 25.02

Mill Rate Increase to Taxes 1.78 1.03 -0.06 0.05 2.81

Mill Rate Increase as a % 10.94% 16.90% -3.32% 6.24% 11.22%

SUMMARY BUDGET
TOWN OF THOMPSON

PROPOSED BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024
4/18/23



2022 
Actual

2023
Full-year 

Projection
2023 

Approved Budget

2024 
Revised Budget

(4/18/23)

2024 Budget vs. 
2023 Budget
($ Change)

2024 Budget vs.
 2023 Budget
(% Change)

 2024 Budget vs. 
2023 Projection

($ Change) 

2024 Budget vs.
 2023 Projection

(% Change) 
615 Total PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION: 34,763                        36,666                        34,966                        45,874                        10,908                        31.2% 9,208                          25.1%
616
617 ZEO & WETLAND OFFICER
618 PLANNING & ZONING SECRETARY -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
619 WETLANDS OFFICER -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
620 ZEO OFFICER -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
621 WET LANDS OFFICER -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
622 WETLAND SECRETARYY -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
623 PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
624 TRAVEL -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
625 MEETINGS, FEES, ETC -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
626 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
627 ADVERTISING -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
628 PRINTING & PUBLICATION -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
629 WINDHAM COUNTY SOIL & WATER -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
630 EQUIPMENT & FURNISHINGS -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
631 OFFICE SUPPLIES -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
632 BOOKS & PERIODICALS -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
633 Total ZEO & WETLAND OFFICER: -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
634
635 ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
636 SEC ZONING BOARD OF APPEAL 983                              988                              1,976                          1,976                          -                               0.0% 988                              100.0%
637 ADVERTISING 1,771                          191                              1,300                          1,300                          -                               0.0% 1,109                          580.6%
638 OFFICE SUPPLIES 221                              -                              50                                50                                0.0% 50                                0.0%
639 Total ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 2,974                          1,179                          3,276                          3,326                          50                                1.5% 2,147                          182.1%
640
641 INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSSION
642 INLAND WETLANDS OFFICER 21,740                        20,487                        20,487                        21,101                        615                              3.0% 615                              3.0%
643 INLAND WETLAND SECRETARY 2,965                          4,078                          4,078                          4,200                          122                              3.0% 122                              3.0%
644 PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 60                                60                                60                                60                                -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
645 CACIWC shared membership 60                                60                                -                               0.0% 60                                0.0%
646 TRAVEL -                              100                              100                              -                               0.0% 100                              0.0%
647 MEETINGS, FEES, ETC -                              100                              100                              -                               0.0% 100                              0.0%
648 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES -                              300                              300                              -                               0.0% 300                              0.0%
649 ADVERTISING 676                              700                              900                              900                              -                               0.0% 200                              28.6%
650 EASTERN CT CONSERVATION DISTR 1,000                          1,000                          1,000                          1,000                          -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
651 OFFICE SUPPLIES -                              400                              400                              400                              -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
652 Total INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSSION: 26,441                        26,724                        27,424                        28,161                        737                              2.7% 1,437                          5.4%
653
654 CONSERVATION COMMISSION
655 CONSERVATION ENFRCMENT OFFC -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
656 CONSERVATION SECRETARY 1,300                          1,790                          1,790                          1,844                          54                                3.0% 54                                3.0%
657 CONSERVATION OFFICER 22,904                        26,455                        26,455                        27,249                        794                              3.0% 794                              3.0%
658 PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 123                              150                              150                              150                              -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
659 TRAVEL -                              50                                135                              135                              -                               0.0% 85                                170.0%
660 MEETINGS, FEES, ETC -                              50                                100                              100                              -                               0.0% 50                                100.0%
661 OUTSIDE CONTRACTORS -                              121                              121                              121                              -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
662 ADVERTISING -                              50                                50                                50                                -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
663 WINDHAM COUNTY SOIL & WATER -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
664 OFFICE SUPPLIES -                              200                              250                              250                              -                               0.0% 50                                25.0%
665 MISCELLANEOUS -                              -                              -                              -                               -                               0.0% -                               0.0%
666 Total CONSERVATION COMMISSION: 24,327                        28,866                        29,051                        29,898                        847                              2.9% 1,032                          3.6%
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Agenda Item I  
Citizens Comments on Agenda Items 

 
  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item J Reports 
 
 

a) Budget & Expenditures 
 

b) Wetlands Agent Report 
 

  













 
 
 
 

Agenda Item K, Correspondence 
 

None 
  



 
 
 
 

Agenda Item L, Signing of Mylars - None 
 

Agenda Item M, Comments by Commissioners 
 

Agenda Item N, Adjournment 
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