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Thompson BOS

December 5, 2023

Thompson BOS
November 21, 2023


I. The Call to Order by First Selectman Amy St Onge was at 7:00 PM with all Selectmen present.                                                                                                                                                                Roll call: First Selectman Amy St Onge, Selectmen Ken Beausoleil, and Susanne Witkowski.                  Members of Boards and Commissions and the public, Recording Secretary Dotti Durst
II. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
III. Approval of Minutes:
A. Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to approve the minutes of the BOS                           11-21-2023 meeting carried unanimously.
IV. Correspondence:
A. Invitation - Mary R. Fisher Winter Concert: two performances on 12/19 
B. Chamber of Commerce– Business After Hours: December at the Putnam Bank Hometown and January in Willimantic at CLICK
C. DESPP Services – October 2023 was read aloud by First Selectman A. St Onge
V. Selectmen Comments 

- K. Beausoleil *noted an outage of the streetlight at the entrance to Three Rows                                   * the uptick in State Police burglary count is not good; he urges people to be mindful                                                     - S. Witkowski * TEEG: Bonfire Friday *encouraged Holiday Home Décor award sign ups 
- A. St Onge: * State Police report-wondered if bridge restrictions are being enforced   *The Bonfire will have local crafters, music provided by the 3 schools, Mack’s Catering, and others                                                               
VI. Citizen Comments:                                                                                                                                 -Valerie Clark, Alm Road: *the Trails Committee meeting might have been incorrectly posted * expressed concern about State Police data 
VII. Animal Control Six-Month Report: Erin Impellizeri reviewed several aspects of the activity at the Animal Control operation, including having noticed a high feral-cat population. Several Statutes were reviewed: one specifies the process to collect and bury or cremate animals found fatally injured on a road. When a live animal is found, a legal notice seeking the owner must be posted.  All of these are at town expense, as is neutering of feral cats; thus, the population is expected to increase. An Ordinance addressing some of the AC operations should be considered. *The BOS praised the ACO’s diligence in her first 6 months. *There was a question about possible grant funding for feral cats’ remediation, or a program the AC staff at NECCOG may be aware of which would reduce costs to the town. 
VIII. Fee & Fine Schedules (Fire Marshal inspection fees, Solar Panel Installation Re-inspections/General re-inspections, the AC dog/cat boarding and redemption fees, and Inland Wetlands fee removal): the goal is to partially cover costs and increase efficiency.  The various categories of Fees were reviewed; Fire Marshal Jamie Seney was present and answered questions, noting that his department does not inspect single- or two-family residences, but does inspect all others. Details were reviewed of the Re-inspection of Commercial installations of solar panels as well as of other-than-solar contractor re-inspections. After thorough review:  Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to adjust the fee schedules as presented (emailed to the BOS) for Fire Marshal inspections, to add Solar Panel Installation re-inspections/General re-inspections, to create Animal Control boarding and redemption fees and to eliminate the Inland Wetlands fee. Discussion of the motion: K. Beausoleil requested clarification as to how the General re-inspection Fees will be administered. The timeline for implementation should provide for the opportunity to notify the public of these new fees.  A. St Onge modified the motion, S. Witkowski seconded the motion’s modification.                           Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to adjust the fee schedules as presented (emailed to the BOS) for Fire Marshal inspections, to add Solar Panel Installation re-inspections/General re-inspections, to create Animal Control boarding and redemption fees and to eliminate the Inland Wetlands fee; the revised Fire Marshal fee schedule and that of the Inland Wetlands will take effect immediately; the Re-inspection of Solar Panel installation fees/General re-inspection fees and fees for Animal Control will take effect on February 1, 2024, carried unanimously. 
IX. Town Meeting Dec. 18, 2023 at 7 PM
A. Lien assignment Agreement 915/929 Riverside Drive (which begins property tax payments)
B. Purchase of parcel of land (Sand Dam and East Thompson roads) for Great East Thompson Train Wreck Memorial Park   

Motion A. St Onge seconded by K. Beausoleil to call a Town Meeting on Monday,                            12-18-2023 at 7 PM at the Library Community Room for the purpose of  acquiring a parcel owned by Julie and Vernon Butler at the intersection of Sand Dam and East Thompson Roads for the amount of $5,000 (grant funding to cover the cost) for the Great East Thompson Train Wreck Memorial Park, and to enter into an agreement for assignment of certain real property tax liens associated with 915 and 929 Riverside Drive carried unanimously.

X. Distribute Town Meeting and/or Referendum Informational flyers at the Transfer

Station: Discussion: the goal is getting the particulars of a complex proposal to the public and letting everyone know it is posted on the town website.                                                               Motion S. Witkowski seconded by A. St Onge to distribute information at the Transfer Station, notifying the public about the December 18 Town Meeting and that information with the details of the Agenda items are on the website carried unanimously. 
XI. Agreement Regarding Real Property Tax Assessment Abatement for the 929 Rivermill Project: the “VAD” Ordinance was discussed, having been created to address this situation. The current tax rate payments will begin immediately based on the Grand List value of $1,892,300.  A review was presented of the timeline for tax payments during the property’s reconstruction and to completion, and the incremental property tax increase plan. The matter will be on the at the BOS agenda on December 19.
XII. Budget Workshops Proposed Change: Finance Director Bill Steglitz and First Selectman Amy St Onge, in seeking ways to make the Budget Workshop process more accessible to the public and to avoid duplicate presentations by Agencies, Departments, Boards and Commissions, will consider modifying the BOS Budget Workshops: there would be 4 meeting dates, running from 6 PM- 9 PM, with the budget proposal presentations scheduled immediately one after the other. They will use the hybrid format (in person and simultaneously via Zoom). This process will eliminate gaps in time which occurred in the previous Workshops structure, thus getting the budget proposal to the BOF sooner and possibly reducing the time pressure on the BOF, given that the date of the Town Meeting for the proposed budget is established by Ordinance for the 1st Monday in May. Since the meetings will be held both in person at the town hall as well as via Zoom, BOF members may be in attendance to hear the details of each Budget proposal from the Department Head or representative, may take notes or jot down questions which they will have when that same Agency, Department or Board/Commission’s budget proposal comes before them at the BOF Budget Workshop. Any Agency or Department Head which faces a scheduling challenge may make their budget proposal via Zoom. Since the Workshops would be recorded on Zoom, anyone unable to attend in person could call up the Minutes and listen to see/hear the recording.  A. St Onge will develop a proposed BOS Budget Workshop schedule and include it in her comments at the next BOF meeting.
XIII. Request for Funds to Cover Elevator Repair not to exceed $40,000: the leak is not covered under insurance. The quote received was for $3,700 for the roof repair, $1,800 for elevator panel replacement and approximately $30,000 for the motor replacement.  Since the hydraulics were damaged there will be an additional expense (+/- $5,000). There will also be a need for a contract for inspection. Motion K. Beausoleil seconded by S. Witkowski to request from the BOF up to $40,000 for Town Hall elevator repairs carried unanimously.
XIV. Status - 2006 Ambulance: A memo 11-29-2023 from the DPW Director noted the age of the vehicle and the 91,000 miles on it; the expectation that +- $6,000 may make the vehicle usable, but that amount will not address everything. Steve Benoit, Emergency Management director, was present and participated in the discussion. The ACO was present and pointed out advantages of re-purposing the vehicle for Animal Control use, as it is already set up for roadside emergency procedures and transportation. The BOS discussed several options for the vehicle’s use, including wondering if it has a greater value as a collectable item, the proceeds from which could be turned to a known town need, such as perhaps that of the ACO. 
XV. CT Department of Economic & Community Development – Grant Resolution: “Re-weaving The Fabric of North Grosvenordale” is a plan for the Main Street reconstruction and upgrade of Oscar Swanson Park, with the goal of  downtown area redevelopment.  Director of Development and Planning Tyra Penn-Gesek noted this to be a competitive grant with 60 towns qualifying to apply; this is Round 4 of 8 Rounds, She will serve as the Grant executor. 
Motion K. Beausoleil seconded by A. St Onge to approve the Certified Resolution by the Governing Body of the Town of Thompson, CT, per PA 21-111 for a Grant from the CT-CECD in the amount of $3,888,601.00, the entirety of which he read aloud into the record, carried unanimously
XVI. C0nsider change to Ordinance for Clearance of Town Roads for Purpose of Snow Removal: the possible need to add to the current Ordinance which would address removing vehicles and objects from the roads in order for snow removal to be efficient was discussed by the BOS. There is a Statute that provides for the towing of vehicles (CGS 14-150: An Act Concerning Abandoned Motor Vehicles) which does not specifically apply, but there may be a statutory provision that covers snow removal obstruction.  K. Beausoleil asked that enforcement issues be considered as the BOS examines the idea.
XVII. Other Business: none
XVIII. Citizen Comments:                                                                                                                                     -Valerie Clark, Alm Road *noted the BOS agenda to be not posted on the website                                             * requested a copy the proposed language for an Ordinance regarding feral cats                                                      - Sally White, E Thompson Road: * those on a fixed income will subsidize the tax abatement proposal  * does the proposed change in the BOS Budget Workshops schedule have a negative effect on the BOF?  * asked about possible negative consequences of animal redemption fees.
XIX. Tax Refunds:                                                                                                                        Motion A. St Onge seconded by K. Beausoleil to approve the tax refunds as presented for a total of $ $3,119.40 carried unanimously.                                                                      

Bonneau, Richard A.

$91.16

Toyota Lease Trust

$280.80

Toyota Lease Trust

$521.66

Toyota Lease Trust

$465.35
                VCFS Auto Leasing Co
$549.17
Toyota Lease Trust
$417.82

Toyota Lease Trust
$526.50

Toyota Lease Trust
$266.94

XX. Adjourn:                                                                                                                                           Motion A. St Onge seconded by K. Beausoleil to adjourn at 8:57 PM carried unanimously.
To hear and see the meeting, use the link to the Zoom recording 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/0aRYvOFzRWN73gtzRJtNonNDT42D4ZszgQGzg3FOLedcoeB6dXGtu6iBCmImOt31.0TGg86VekUea0sBe     Passcode: d#0%EGYw

Respectfully submitted by Dorothy Durst, Recording Secretary Dorothy Durst 
These minutes have not yet been approved by the Board of Selectmen. Please refer to the next meeting’s minutes for approval of and/or amendments to these minutes.
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