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    TOWN OF THOMPSON

Board of Selectmen - Minutes     

Tuesday- February 21, 2023     

Town Hall- Merrill Seney Room                                                                                                            and via ZOOM Online Meeting Portal




I. The call to order by Selectman Amy St Onge was at 7:00 PM.                                                                                                         Roll call: First Selectman Amy St Onge, Selectmen Susanne Witkowski and Ken Beausoleil.  Others: Tyra Penn-Gesek (Planning and Development Director). Many members of the public in person and via Zoom, Members of Boards & Commissions, Fire Departments. Recording Secretary Dotti Durst

II. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited

III. Approval of Minutes:
A. Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to approve the minutes of the BOS Special Meeting (Budget Reviews, 02-06-2023) carried unanimously.                                                                                                                    B. Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to approve the minutes of the BOS Regular Meeting 02-07-2023 carried unanimously.                                                                                                                                                                                   C. Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to approve the minutes of the BOS Special Meeting  (Budget Reviews, 02-15-2023)  carried unanimously.

IV. Correspondence

A. Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours: Storrs, 02/28
B. TEC Associates – 2023 Vegetation Management Plan: the full plan is available for review
** After the agenda was posted: Janet Blanchette, MSRAC, requested review of Oscar Swenson Park                                                                                                                                                            Motion S. Witkowski seconded by K. Beausoleil to add an agenda item to #XIV (Other) to review possible work in Oscar Swenson Park
V. Selectmen Comments:                                                                                                                                                                  - K. Beausoleil- park lights still need attention                                                                                                              - A. St Onge * Budget workshops are underway, with a final review on Monday, then presentation to the BOF on Thursday, March 2 at the high school auditorium. * A budget questionnaire, internet-based only, is being prepared by the I T Department utilizing Survey Monkey, with the responses going to the BOF; it will be announced to the public at the March 2 BOF meeting.  * April is Clean-Up Month. Beginning at the end of March a container will be provided at the Highway Garage.
VI. Citizen Comments:                                                                                                                                                    - Valerie Clark, 105 Alm Road, asked about the Budget survey. A. St Onge: It will be launched at the Budget presentation 03-02. Further details were provided. * Asked about the Vegetation Control Plan; A. St Onge will post it on the website. * Noted that “Words Matter” and hopes that all references should use the full and proper name rather than the abbreviated “Train Wreck Park”  * Commented about discussion of Transfer Station fees.  * Remembers a rule some years back that Town Meetings were not to be scheduled in conflict with Boards/Commissions. A. St Onge noted that if a meeting is regularly scheduled for a Monday, but a holiday interferes, the schedule will have to be adjusted, possibly causing dual scheduling.
VII. Putnam EMS, Terry Szpyrka reviewed document prepared for the BOS which details the status and training level of EMTs and EMRs on both Thompson and Putnam staffs, full- and part-time, noting that 4 more will be taking the EMT exam soon. S. Witkowski asked that the next report include the number of hours worked. December and January calls were detailed, with “call-to-action” times and response times to the scene. December: no special events were covered; January was the Thompson Bonfire. No mutual aid calls took place. Time to response on scene is consistently under 10 minutes; K. Beausoleil praised this, noting the large distances in the town and the need to work around the highway and rivers. QV Dispatch is now the single provider, with greater call detail available. 
VIII. Transfer Station Fees Discussion: Transfer Station Advisory Committee members provided data; the BOS reviewed the current fee schedule, unchanged for 3 years in November, reviewing  several years of the fees structure. Less recyclables income, changes in tipping fees, usage of the various types of permits, and other factors were reviewed. Surrounding similar towns have higher fees. The current year budgeted income may come in substantially short. K. Beausoleil: incremental annual increases, if needed, will be easier for the landfill users. The topic will be continued next meeting.
IX. Lisa Baxter-Folino Memorial Bike Run - W. Thompson Rd: insurance/other documents are in place                            Motion K. Beausoleil seconded by S. Witkowski to approve the request for road use for the Memorial Bike Run June 10-11 carried unanimously. 

X. Appointment: The applicant, S. Sarucia  has been attending meetings; her application was reviewed.                       Motion A. St Onge seconded by K. Beausoleil to appoint Sandra Sarucia to the Trails Committee for an indefinite term carried unanimously.

XI. Thompson Little League – Request for Road Closure: Opening Day Parade on 04/22 (rain 04/29)                   Motion S. Witkowski seconded by K. Beausoleil to approve the request for road closure for the Little League carried unanimously.
XII. New Hires: After review of the application and credentials of Mitchell Barstow as DPW Mechanic                  Motion A. St Onge seconded by K. Beausoleil to approve Mitchell Barstow as a staff member of the DPW carried unanimously.
XIII. Director of Planning & Development: The BOS report of all grants-under-consideration and pending and were reviewed, as well as the activities of all Boards/Commissions with which the Director interacts. 
XIV. Other Business: Oscar Swanson Park (town-owned property) - the Commander of the American Legion supports removal of the overgrown shrubs which obscure sight of our Veterans monuments in this Park, as well as sightlines from vehicles. K. Beausoleil concurred, suggesting the DPW might be tasked with this; the BOS was in agreement. 
Motion K. Beausoleil seconded by S. Witkowski to add an agenda item to XIV (Other): Lease Agreement for the Tourtellotte Trust Building to the Historical Society carried unanimously.  This town-owned 1909 property should be accessible to the Historical Society; an agreement between the BOS, Historical Society and the BOE will be ideal. The BOS serves as the property manager and should work out the needed changes in the lease to incorporate new security  and other factors. The BOS consensus: the First Selectman should move forward with the lease agreement.    

XV. Citizen Comments:                                                                                                                                                  - Sally White, 308 E Thompson Road, noted the monument to 3 who served in Vietnam, and whose monument is no longer visible. If Oscar Swenson Park is being addressed, this could be as well.  * Hybrid meetings are beneficial to the public: participants in the town hall meeting room need to move closer to the microphones.                                                                         -Valerie  Clark, 105 Alm Road, supports continuation of the hybrid meeting format  * Asked for Transfer Station fees details and offered suggestions
XVI. Tax Refunds:                                                                                                                                                  Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to accept the Tax Refunds as presented for a total of $1,261.05 carried unanimously.         Poland, Christine A. and William J. $150.12                                               .        Toyota Lease Trust $378.50     USB Leasing LT $508.53               Honda Lease Trust $223.90

XVII. Adjourn: 
Motion A. St Onge seconded by S. Witkowski to adjourn at 9:01 PM carried unanimously.
To view the meeting, click or copy/paste to your search bar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/ug1JVCDT7gGeopnshGK7wUUDO3owciPxr03_QxuYAI3qLvPl8Zi33zy61SByYHGq.TU7FyKb2KhijMjcC       Passcode: 2*F8iNV^


      Respectfully submitted by Dorothy Durst, Recording Secretary Dorothy Durst

These minutes have not yet been approved by the Board of Selectmen. Please refer to next month’s meeting minutes for approval of and/or amendments to these minutes.
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