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MESSAGE FROM THE FIRST SELECTMAN 
Larry Groh, Jr. 

 
Greetings, I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe Holiday Season.  Following are some updates 
on things going on in town.   
 
DOT State of CT has confirmed that the Route 12 Bridge by the Thompson Public Library/Community 
Center will be open for the winter months.  The stop lights will be turned off and the jersey barriers 
will be removed. In the spring, work will continue on that bridge project. The Buckley Hill Road project 
of drainage repair and repaving shall be re-bid in 2009 as well. 
 
The Ordinance Committee has been working diligently on the ordinance review/update.  A more user 
friendly ordinance book and revisions will be presented at a Town Meeting in 2009 – date to be 
determined.  We also have vacancies for Constables, Economic Development Commission members, 
WPCA, work groups and more.  If you would like to volunteer for any work group, board or commission, 
please contact my office at 923-9561.   
 
I would like to thank Sunset Nursery for volunteering their time, efforts, and donating plants to 
beautifying Thompson’s Town Hall grounds again this year. Thanks again Al and Lynn Landry. 
 
This edition of the Selectmen’s Update contains helpful money saving hints.  The article below, written 
by Erica Ellison-Groh and Laurie Groh-Germain, includes hints on saving money when grocery shopping.  
You can find other hints throughout. 
 
 
        Lawrence K. Groh, Jr. 
        First Selectman 
 

Money Saving Tips - With the holidays approaching, it can always come in handy to find new 
ways to save a few dollars.  When going grocery shopping some questions to ask before going 

shopping about the stores you choose include: Do they have "buy one, get one free" deals?  Do they 
double coupons?  Do they offer a store discount card that gives you automatic discounts?  Do they have 
special store coupons?  Once you know your stores' policies you can combine them to pay the lowest 
possible prices for your groceries, such as using two coupons with a "buy one, get one free" deal.  
Combining strategies can result in free items.  Stores like CVS even reward you in CVS Extra Bucks 
dollars when you take part in their savings program.  By using your store's weekly sales ad flier to plan 
your menus and groceries for the week can save you money in the long run.  By taking time each week to 
make a detailed plan will save you the time of making unplanned trips to the store during the week – 
which can disrupt your budget.  Check your stores’ weekly ads and the lists on various web sites and plan 
the rest of the week’s meals around featured sales items.  Maximize your coupon savings by using every 
available coupon source – the newspaper, printable sites, electronic coupons, mailers, register coupons, 
Entertainment Book coupons and more.  If you have access to the internet then use a search engine to 
look up the websites for products that you use the most.  Occasionally, companies provide e-coupons for 
their customers to print out.  Any way to save can only help.
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The Thompson Renewable Energy Commission continues to pursue the development 
of the old Wilsonville Mill site for a hydroelectric plant and an alternative-energy 
learning center. At a recent Selectmen’s meeting, the board approved a proposal to 
survey the old stone mill and water-rights dimensional boundaries, the first steps 
of a potential deal with the mill’s owners.  

 
Al Landry from TREC recommended that 50% or more of the street-lights in town be 
shut off from midnight to dawn. This will save the town money, reduce carbon emissions 
and cut light pollution. Several New England towns, Belmont, Barre, Winchendon and 
Dartmouth, are among towns that have turned off lights while Shirley, Freetown and 
Yarmouth are considering the option, according to a recent Boston Globe article. 

Stamford, CT is also reviewing the elimination of certain street lighting. 
 
A November 2008 National Geographic Magazine article states that night-time light affects animal 
migration, reproduction and feeding patterns. The article also cites evidence that human health 
may be affected by the lack of night-time darkness. 
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Election, Referendum and Licenses 
 

!  Presidential and State Election was held Tuesday November 4th, 80 % of 
Thompson voters came to the polls to make their important vote count. 

 
!  Register to Vote at our office anytime. 

 
!  Pheasant Tags, Duck Stamps and hunter’s permit application forms are all available. 

Try the Department of Environmental Protection’s new Online Sportsmen Licensing 
system at:   https://ct.outdoorcentral.net/InternetSales/ 

 
!  The Town Clerk provides recording of land records, births, deaths and marriages 

as well as dog licenses. We handle the absentee ballot process for all elections 
and referendums. We house the archives for the minutes of boards and 
commissions, post agendas and maintain the terms and board member status of 
all elected and appointed officials.   

 
!  Notary Services are free to Thompson residents. 
 

 
 

Have a great winter! 
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Heating costs continue to worry many as they see oil, gas and electricity costs 
at record levels. Therefore, we encourage you to consider and implement 
where possible the tips below to insure that your energy dollars aren't being 
wasted. 

 
Weatherstripping and caulking is the simplest way to cut down on energy waste in the winter.  
 
!  Check sills, doors and windows for leaks and drafts. Add weather-stripping and caulk holes that 

allow heat to escape. Make sure doors seal properly. 
!  If your windows leak, consider replacing them with newer, more efficient ones. Alternatively, 

shrinkable plastic can be used to seal for the season. 
!  Pipes that penetrate the wall or ceiling can be a source of leaks. Seal them with caulking or 

weather-stripping.  
!  Electric plugs and switches can allow cold air in. Pre-cut foam gaskets that fit behind the switch 

plate can cut down heat loss. 
!  Close the damper on your fireplace when not in use.  
!  Examine your house's heating ducts for leaks. 
 
Insulate, Insulate, Insulate…. 
 
!  Insulate your attic & walls. In an older home, large amounts of heat can be lost through walls, 

floors and ceilings. Start with the attic first. Shredded textile insulation, blown-in fill and 
conventional fiber glass all work well. 

!  Insulate hot water tanks and hot water pipes to cut down on heat loss. 
!  Consider old world techniques such as banking the sills with haybales, leaves or other materials 

covered by pine boughs for decoration. This was commonly done in northern climes into the 
1950s and 1960s by many.  

!  Foam board insulation and foam blocks are increasingly popular for insulation in basements and 
garage walls. Spray on foam and ceramic paint can be used creatively for enhanced insulation.  

 
Heating System Basics 
 
!  Service and inspect your heating system prior to winter to make sure it is in good working order. 
!  Replace your heater's air filter regularly. Clean dust from vents or along baseboard heaters. 
!  Replacing an old heating system with one of the more efficient models, you can cut your oil or 

natural gas use by 40% or more. 
!  Use a programmable thermostat.  It takes less energy to warm a cool home than to maintain a 

warm temperature all day long. Using a programmable thermostat could cut heating costs by 
more than 20%. 

!  Ensure heating vents are not blocked by furniture.   
!  Hot water temperature does not have to be 140-150 deg F.  Try 120 deg F and see the savings! 
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Change a Light Bulb  
 
!  Change to compact fluorescent bulbs. They last longer and use 20% of the energy of 

conventional bulbs. Walmart has been stocking many different styles to encourage widespread 
adoption of the new lights. 

 
Now, more than ever, these changes will make a difference in the comfort of your home and cut 
your energy costs. We encourage readers to submit ideas to share with others. Write to:  
Thompson Renewable Energy Commission, c/o PO Box 478, Thompson, CT  06277 or call 860 923 
3776 with ideas.  
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 The Thompson Trails Committee sponsored events at each of the trails in Thompson during 
2008, with hiking, biking, canoeing, letterboxing, guided walks, a fitness trail, a horseback ride and 
a cross country run.  
  
We would like to thank our organizers and supporters: 

Christopher Cunningham, Bagpiper 
Wyndham Land Trust 
Thompson Together 

Ron Tillen 
The Thompson Historical Society 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Quaddick State Park 

Thompson Recreation Commission 
Thompson Community Art Show Committee 

Sunrun Gardens 
Runner’s World 

New Alliance Foundation 
Danielson Surplus 

Peg’s Snickerdoodles Ice Cream 
Buster’s River Edge Restaurant 

Riverside Pizza 
J.C.’s Pizza 
Jim’s Pizza 

Thompson House of Pizza 
4 Corners Restaurant 

Maureen Marcoux 
Alecia Underhill 
Wendy Barske 

Mike Lajeunesse 
Scott Deslongchamps 

…and others that contributed but are not mentioned here…..
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In observance of America Recycles Day, the Transfer Station Advisory Committee held the third 
annual tour of the Transfer Station for school children.  

 
On November 4th, St. Joseph’s 4th graders learned why recycling is good for 
the environment and also how it creates income for our community. On 
Tuesday, November 25th, the 3rd graders of the Mary R. Fisher Elementary 
School are slated to attend the tour. During the tour, the schoolchildren learn 
how and why to: 

 
reduce what is disposed of as MSW (trash) 
 
re-use items by placing them in the swap-shack or clothing bins and…. 
 
recycle plastics, paper, metal, glass, and a variety of other products. 

 
Our Thompson Transfer Station is an excellent model of proper disposal and recycling and past 
tours have inspired children to increase recycling in their homes. 
 

Thank you!  The Transfer Station Advisory Committee (TSAC) wishes to thank 
the Shawn T. Houle Fund for donating paper recycling bins to the public school 
system.  
  

This fund was created to honor Shawn Houle’s commitment to the schoolchildren of Thompson, and 
we appreciate how this gift reinforces the message of recycling as good citizenship. The TSAC is 
working with the Board of Education to implement a paper and cardboard recycling program in our 
public schools. 
 
 

(
%>?@A?()?B?BC?D( EF()?GHG>?(

(
(
(
(

(
Money Saving Tip! – In order to save money on a daily basis folks can make their own 
coffee/tea at home instead of stopping at their favorite coffee shop!  If both 

partners (husband and wife) do this it would save about $5 a day x 5 days a week x 50 weeks a 
year for a total savings of $1,250. 

(
(
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By Rene J. Morin, CCMC, Tax Collector 

 

Tax Foreclosure Reaps Thompson Big Dollars – A recent tax foreclosure on property at 
581 Fabyan Road has netted approximately $40,000.00 in payment of back taxes, 
accrued interest, lien fees, and all legal and court costs associated with a spirited tax 

auction held on October 25.  The auctioned property had nine years of delinquent taxes and took 
about three years to bring to a successful financial conclusion for the Town of Thompson due to a 
series of legal and probate court issues.  The proceeds will be (were) deposited in the Town’s 
General Fund. 
             

Tax Collector Sale coming in December – Five land locked parcels of property will be 
auctioned off to the highest bidder to settle unpaid taxes and interest on Tuesday 
December 16, 2008.  The Tax Sale will take place at 10:00 A.M. in the Merrill Seney 
Community Room at the Thompson Town Hall, at 815 Riverside Drive, North 

Grosvenordale.  The Tax Sale will be conducted by Attorney Adam Cohen of the Pullman & Comley, 
LLC of Bridgeport, CT.  All interested parties should contact Attorney Cohen for additional 
information, or refer to the published legal notices.  
   
Three parcels of land are located on Lowell Davis Road and have nine years delinquent tax. The 
owners are unknown at this time.  The last known owners were John and Robert Jacobs of Sarasota, 
Florida.  Two parcels of land are located on Riverside Drive (on the Massachusetts border).  These 
two parcels are 13 years delinquent.  The owners are also unknown at this time.  The last known 
owners were the Webster Dudley Realty Corporation of Montclair, New Jersey.  The Town expects 
to receive all of the delinquent taxes, interest, lien fees and all legal and court fees incurred from 
this action.  These funds will also be deposited in the Town General Fund. 
 

Partial Payment Plan Options made in Tax Office – The Tax Office wants to remind all 
taxpayers that payment plans can be made in order to make it more convenient to pay your 
real estate and motor vehicle taxes during the year.  This is especially important in these 

difficult economic times when partial payments, spread out over a number of smaller amounts might 
make paying the heating and food bill a little more palatable.  Partial payments are always welcomed, 
and this notice serves as a reminder that all you need to do is contact our office to discuss various 
options.  Please keep in mind that according to Connecticut State Statutes interest at 1.5% per 
month has to be charged on open balances each month.  

 
Tax Office Annual Toy and Food Drive for T.E.E.G. – The Tax Collector’s Office is 
again announcing its annual toy and food drive to be conducted through December19, 
2008 for the benefit of the Thompson Ecumenical Empowerment Group clients. As 
always, new, unwrapped toys and non-perishable food may be dropped off at the Tax 

Office at 815 Riverside Drive during our normal business hours. All items collected will be turned 
over to the T.E.E.G. Staff to be distributed during the Holiday Season to the needy children and 
elderly. Your previous generosity has been overwhelming, and we look forward to your assistance 
again this year. Thank you for all you do. 
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Family Holiday Program ~ A Very Merry Storytime! – Wednesday December 10, 2008 
from 6:00-7:30 pm.  Join the fun in the Library Meeting Room as we share holiday 
stories, cookies, cocoa & welcome a very special visitor from the North Pole all in the 

cozy comfort of our very own jammies!  This is a Free Family Event. All ages are welcome! No 
registration is required. 
Snow Date: Thursday December 11, 2008 
 
Save the date – Wednesday, February 25 @ 6pm  
Family Magic Show with special guests DB Magic and Bogus the Clown 
 
We also offer Family Movie Nights and Family Bedtime Stories.  For dates, and info on all of our 
children & family programs @ the Library visit our website or stop by. 
 
No more overdue notices! – In an effort to be a little greener, and to save a little green – effective 
December 1st the Library will no longer send out overdue notices by mail.  We encourage patrons to 
do one of three things in order to stay on top of your library borrowing. 

1... Sign up for Library Elf (www.libraryelf.com, select Bibliomation as your library) 
2... View your account online (“my account” link on our website) 

3... Get email overdue notices. (sign up at the Library) 
 
Fine Free Thursdays – Up to $10 will be waived. Bring back those long overdue items fine free or 
have your current fines waived.  The fine print…Does not include payment for lost items or Fast 
Read fines. Fines waived in person. No phone calls please. 
 
Great Resources…available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 
Visit our website, and log in with your library card number for access. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And don’t forget… 
The library offers Wireless internet access,  
shows movies on the BIG screen, has a great  
Play Corner & Parenting Collection, a photocopier  

Hours of Service 
Monday... 10a.m. - 5p.m. 

Tuesday - Thursday... 10a.m. - 8p.m. 
Friday... 10a.m. - 5p.m. 

 
934 Riverside Drive (Route 12) 

North Grosvenordale, CT  06255 
860.923.9779 

www.thompsonpubliclibrary.org 

(10 cents per page), daily and weekend  
newspapers, Wii for seniors, a typewriter,  
Homebound delivery service, MP3 players, and 
programs for children, adults and families. 
Visit us online or at the Library to learn more. 
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Thompson Recreation 
Come Out & Play 

 
   December 8  Holiday Show for Senior Citizens 
   December 9  Senior T’ai Chi - new session begins 
   December 13 Youth Basketball Games begin 
   December 16 Santa’s Workshop (Gr. K-6) 
 
   January 5  Youth Ski Program begins (Gr. 5-12) 
   January 7  Gentle Yoga - new session begins 
   January 12  Family Line Dance - new session begins 
   January 13  Senior Yoga - new session begins 
   January 17  Holiday Bonfire 
   January 20  Evening T’ai Chi - new session begins 
   January 20  ZOME begins (Gr. K-6) 
   January 21  Sandi Side of Art (Gr. K-4) 
   January 22  Swim-Gym - new session begins (Gr. K-4) 
   January 26  Pottery - new session begins (Gr. K-4) 
   January 28  Karate - new session begins (Gr. K-6) 
    

   
Thompson Recreation Department sponsors many  

after school program on an ongoing basis.  Above is a  
sampling of what we offer for all ages.  Browse our  

website at www.thompsonrecreation.org  
to see a full list of our offerings or  

call Thompson Recreation at 860/923-9440. 
 
(
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           “A Chorus Line”            Boston Red Sox vs.             
                          (the Musical)            Baltimore Orioles 
                                   April 5                           July 31 - Aug 2 
                            Providence, RI                                         Washington, DC                           
               $75        $275-$359  

SAVE the DATE: 
3rd Annual 

Holiday Bonfire & 
Fire for Fuel 

(will support TEEG’s 
Fuel Fund) 

Saturday, 
Jan. 17, 2009 

6-8 p.m. 
Duhamel Pond 

No. Grosvenordale, CT 
Enjoy the warm toasty fire, sip hot 

chocolate, 
roast marshmallows, 

ice skate, 
enjoy music 

have fun. 
Bring the whole family! 
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